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How Troubleſome and Dangerous they 
have been to the State, and the many | | 
Miſchiefs that have happen'd for want] | 

of a due Reſtraint of the Licentiouſneſs | | 
of the Pulpit. ' 114 
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THE 


| PREFACE 


HE Miſcbiefs tbat have attended the 
Inſolence and Sedition of ſome lewd. 
Priefts within theſe few Years, give 
Z Occaſion for the warmeſt Things to be 
ſaid a ainſt them, and make it neceſſary to lay 
row their bidden Purpoſes, which under the ſpecte 
ous Pretence of Church would ſubjedF us to Popery 
and Tyranny. There never was a Prince in this 
or any other Kingdom that Reign d with ſo much 
= Goodneſs, and ſo much Fuſtice as King George has 
done, excepting only bis Lenity to tboſe ungrateful 
2 Wretches, that without the leaſt kind of Diſobligement 
f gi | bave made it their Buſi neſs to alienate the Affections 
© of bis People on which the Preſervation of their own 
2 Happineſs, Intereſt, and Safety entirely depend, 

The young immoral Part of the inferior Prieſt- 

WM | WE who can have no Proſped of riſing in a Reign 
£4 where . Virtue, C . and dg are the 


| e Peace of the Nation to cher Deſei If - 
2 give one Inſtance of His Majeſty's acting con- 
"il to the Honour or Advantage of the Church 
« gand Churchmen, (though that — 5 be no excuſe 
jy” or their acting againſt Principle, and Yenouncing | 
Arbei- favourite Doctrine of Paſlive-Obedience and 
Non- Reſiftance, yet) it would have filencd any 
3 i omplaint againſ them, and bave given their 
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The PREFACE, * 
Pride, Avarice, and Reſentment a Color of Zeal; 
but there has been nothing of this Lind. All His 
Majeſty's Declarations and Iniunctions have been as 
much in Favour of the. Ebabliſpd Church, as the 
Hearts of ber beſt Sons eauld deſire. What has he 
requir'd of the. Clog), but to preach and praftice. 
Peace, to be Examples as well as Teachers of Re- WE 
ligion and Virtue, and to pray for that Government 
which protects them, and which they bave ſworn to 
be true to? Great Hardſhips theſe, and enough for 
them to uſurp an Independancy on the State to 
deliver themſelves. from them, Popery and Sla- 
very are with ſome Men, by no means ſo great 
Evils as Humility, Temperance, and Charity, 
as living the Lives they mſiru# others to live, 
and ſaving their own Souls for the ſake of their 
Congregations. To fee how ſome of them burry over 
the Service, which they read as negligently as 
People give Oaths at the Cuſtom-Houſe ; to hear 
them Preach immediately after *till they Foam at 
the Mouth againſt Hereſy and Schiſm, of the Na- 
ture of either of which, by the way, they are pro- 
foundiy Ignorant, what a juggle muſt every Man 
of common Senſe think them guilty of 2 That Men 
can pretend to be in a mortal Concern for the ſafety 
fa moſt Safe and Flouriſhing Church; and yet 
have ſuch a Contempt for the Salvation of their 
own Souls, They have abjur d the Pretender; and 
yet how do they Proclaim the Sanftion of Heredi- 
tary Right. They took the Oaths to all the Kings 
and Queens ſince the Revolution, and yet bow have 
they enflam'd the Minds of the People againſt all its 
Friends, as if they were Republicans and Rebels, This 
Hypocriſy, this worſt ſort of Occaſional Confor- 
mity, this double dealing with God, the King, and 
their own Souls, is what has provok'd me to enquire 
{Cage t * e 333 1nto 
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The PREFACE. 

into their Conduct ever ſince the Reformation, 

and truly we ſhall find it pretty uniform ; the Spi- 

rit of Perſecution and Pride bas always prevail'd, 
and Bigotry and Lewdneſs gone Hand in Hand 
with theſe loud Champions of Ceremony and Form. 

The Power of Godlineſs bas been a Stranger to their 
Hearts, but the Pomp of it bas ſerv'd to dazle 
the Eyes, and amuſe the Minds of thoſe that they 
have endeavour'd to impoſe upon. 

1 muſt explain my ſelf bere and in all Places, 
That I do not mean the Body of the Church of 
England Clergy, when 1 ſpeak of theſe Men, 1 
know they are the moſt Learned, and moſt Pious of 
all Chriſtian Teachers, and reſpe# their Merit as F | 
revere their Virtue. But I muſt not for their Sate: 
let Sacheverell and his Brethren go on with 
their Sedition and Inſolence without Reproach or Re- 
proof. Have not theſe proud Prieſts made a jeſF 

of His Majeſty's Royal Injunctions, and told the 
Almighty to his Face, that they only pray for bis 
Fice-gerent, becauſe they are requir'd to do it. 
Horrid Impiety ! Do not their Conſciences oblige 
them to pray for their Leige Lord, under whoſe 
Protection they live in Eaſe and Luxury? Do not 
the ſame Laws that oblige them to Swear to him, 
oblige them o Pray for 28 ? What Wickedneſs is 
there that ſuch Men would be afraid of, who in 
God's Preſence declare themſelves Perjur'd and Hy- 
pocrites ? Are they nit the Diſgrace of our Holy 
Church, and the Diſhonour of Religion ? What mca- 
ſures are. to be kept with them? And what Right 
bave they to the Reverence due to their Order? But 
why do I talk of theſe Men as any way concern d 
for the Honour of the Church; if they were, they 
would pay Obedience to the Fathers of it, who adorn 
it with their Doctrines and Lives? How contrary 
| | | = are 
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The PR F FACE. 
gre the Practices of ſuch Prieſts, as Higgins, Mil- 
burn, Cc. to the Profeſſions of the Arch- Biſhops, 


Biſbops, and Clergy, in their bumble Addreſs to 


His Majeſty. 8 | 
We do take the firſt Opportunity, ſay they, 
of Congratulating your Majeſty and theſe King- 
doms upon the moſt ſignal Teſtimony of the 
Divine Favour and Goodneſs, in proſpering the 


wiſe Proviſions made by King William, whoſe 


Memory will ever be dear to us, for ſecuring 

to vs the free Profeſſion of our Holy Religion, 

under a Legal Succeſſion of Proteſtant Princes. 
The whole Addreſi is full of Duty and Loyalty, 


and as it comes from the Convocation ; the Re- 
.preſentative of the whole Clergy ought to have the 


utmoſt Weight with their Brethren, and it has fo 


with the ſound Part of them, and the unſound ale 
only expos'd in the following Sheets. If they would 
ſeriouſly conſider the Reaſon and Neceſſity of His 


Majeſty's Royal Injunttions, they would ceaſe to 


redicule and deſpiſe them as they do with the utmoſt 
Diſloyalty and Diſobedience ;, I ſhall incert the Laſt 


in this place, and ſpeak of the other in the Book it 
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GEORGE R. 


OST Reverend Father in God, our 
Right Truſty and Right Entirely 
Beloy'd Counſellor, We Greet you 
well. Whereas by our Royal Licenſe to the 
preſent Convocation of the Province of Can- 
terbury, we have among other things em- 


power'd and authoriz'd them to confer, treat, 


debate, conſider, conſult and agree of, and up- 


on ſuch Points, Matters, Cauſes, and Things, 


as we from time to time ſhould deliver or 


cauſe to be deliver'd to you in Writing under 


our Sign Manual or Privy Signet, to be de- 


© bated, conſider'd, conſulted and agreed up- 


on: We do accordingly hereby tranſmit un- 


to you, the Heads of ſuch Matters as we 


think proper for the Conſideration of the 
faid Convocation, which are as follows: 


© The regulating Proceedings in Excommu- 


nication and Commutation of . Penance: 


© The making Proviſion for preſerving and 


* tranſmitting more exact Terriers and Ac- 
4 


counts of Glebes, Tythes, and other Poſſeſ- 


© ſions and Profits belonging to Benefices. 


* The regulating Licenſes for Matrimony, 


according to the Canon, in order to the 


more effectual Prevention of Clandeſtine Mar- 
* riapes. 


The preparing à Form for conſecrating 
Churches and Chapels, 


© The 


* 


U 
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(2) 
© The better ſettling the Qualifications, Ti- 


© tles and Teſtimonials of Perſons who offer 
themſelves for Holy Orders. | 


The making the 75th Canon relating to 


the ſober Converſation requir'd in Miniſters 
more effectual. 


»The making the 47th Canon, which pro- 
vides for Curates, where Minifters are law- 


folly abſent from their Benefices more effe- 
Qual; as likewiſe the 48th Canon, nd. 


the Licenfing of ſuch Curates, 
© Rules for the better inſtructing and pre- 


paring young Perſons for Confirmation re- 
quir'd by the 61ſt Canon, and for the more 
orderly Performance of that Office. 

© All which Points, Matters, and Thing 8. 


we do hereby direct to be abated, conſider d, 


and treated by the ſaid Convocation pur ſuant 
to our Licenſe aforeſaid, that when they 
ſhall be agreed on, they way be laid before 


us for our Royal Conſideration ; and fo we 
bid you heartily Farewell. 


Given at our Court of St. James's - the Fifth 


Day of May, 1715. In the Firſt Year of our 
ras. we IE 


By His Majeſty's command. 
' TOWNSHEND. 
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His MAJESTYs 


REASONS 


For Reſtraining the 


CLERGY; « Oc. 


E FORE I enter upon the main Sub- 
ject of this Treatiſe, the preſent 
State and Condition of our Clergy, and 
the Neceſſity of a Reformation, both 

with reſpect to Spirituals and Temporals, ' © 

muſt crave leave to premiſe a word or two 
to prevent any Objection in general to my 

Deſign, as being aim d againſt a Profeſſion ſo 

Sacred and Uſeful. And here! proteſt againſt 

all Application of what ſhall be ſaid of ſuch 

Perſons as Sacbeverel, Welton, Higgins, Brett, 

Smith, Milburn, Lamb, Swift, and the like, to 

the Learned and Reverend Clergy of our moſt 

Pure and Holy Church, who are indeed an 

Ornament to our Nation and Religion. There 

are Willis, Barton, Bradford, Butler, Hoadly, 

Baker, and God be thank'd a very Numerous 

and Reverend Roll to be found, who adorn. 


the Doctrine they pron are Men of g— 
an 


. - 


| C&S 


and Charity; and whoſe Principles and Practi- 


ces are ſo conſiſtent, that their Examples teach 


as much as their Precepts, and to ſuch one 


cannot pay too much Reverence, nor will 
ſuch have ever any Reaſon to demand that 
Homage, which the corrupted, the vitious, 
mutinous, and ſeditious Clergy will always 


inſiſt upon to give that Authority to their lxlu- 
ſolence, which is only due to their Virtue. 
Theſe Men will always cry out, when the ve- 


ry Name of Clergymen is made uſe of, that 


the Church is attackt through their ſides , though 


they bring diſhonour on a Profeſſion which 3 is 
of it ſelf the moſt honourable. 


Having diſtinguiſh'd the good from the 
bad, and rang'd the latter with the Goats; TI 
ſhall make no Scruple to ſpeak my Mind of 


them freely, as others have done before me, 
and chuſe this time to do it, when the State 
has thought fit to publiſh Injundtions, for the 


better regulating the Forms of Worſhip and 
Preaching, and directing the Clergy in diſ- 
charge of their Duty. This it is authoriz'd 
to do by that high Prerogative of the Supre- 
macy, which is {worn to be in the Crown by 


all who officiate at the Altar. Yet do thoſe 
whom theſe wiſe and neceſſary Injunctions af- 
fect, clamour at them as a Novelty, introdu- 


cd by the Il. millers to the Church; though 
there has hardly been a Reign ſince the Re- 
formation, in which ſuch Royal Orders relating 


to the Clergy have not been publiſh'd, 


They were labouring in the late bad Times, 


to have Eſtabliſh'd an Independancy. Some of 
them in Convocation, Dr, A 


at the 
Head of them, atrempted not only to . 
a 5 O 


<3) 


off all Dependancy on the State in Spiritugls, 
but even Subjection to Epiſcopacy, What a ſtir 
did the inferior Clergy make to deprive the 
*Z Fathers of our Church of their Rights and 


Privileges ? How did B—— A—— L 
and others, do their utmoſt to ſet up a Church 
Anarchy, to the Prejudice of the Monarchy and 
Hierarchy? What Reams of Paper were waſted 
in that "mindrbral Controverſy ! And yet, 
when it will ſerve a turn, who talk more of 
Loyalty and Obedience ? But who, alas, praQtice 
it leſs? We have ſo many late Inſtances of 
their Diſloyalty and Diſobedience, that it forbids. 
all Proof or Argument. *Tis ſo much in every 
ones Knowledge, that every word ſaid to ex- 
aggerate it would be impertinence, and this 
undutiful Behaviour of ſo many of the inferior 
and looſer Part of the Clergy, has been a 


main Occaſion of the Royal Injun@ions, againſt 


which they make ſuch an Out-cry, and in de- 
fence of which my Duty and my Zeal have put 


me upon this undertaking. 


The World are divided very much with 


Reference to the Prieſthood. Some think their 


very Garments are ſanctify'd, and there is Sal- 
vation in even a touch of a Surplice. They pay 
as much reſpect to the Cloth, as to the Order, 
and look on the Roſe in their Broadbrim d Hats 
with as great Veneration, as the Magi did on 
the Star in the Eaſt. Now 'tis certain, there 
is great Deference due to theſe outward Marks 


of Diſtinction, when the inward Marks of 


Religion ſhine out under them, But when 
they are worn by Men of looſe Lives, dange- 
rous Principles, and ſeditious Practices, one 
may very decently diſtinguiſh the Men from 

3: -: their 


(4) 


their Profeſſion, and deal with them as they 
deſerve: Others there are who err as much 
on another ſide, and think the Order it ſelf 
pertakes of the Guilt of ſome of its Pro- 
teſſors, and on this ſcore treat them all with 
too much Freedom, and indeed Contempt. 
They have always a ſmart thing, and an 


arch look againſt a Parſon. Their Wit turns 
all on that Topick, and ſome of the dulleſt of 


them will be very pert at the Expence of the 


_ Clerpy. Theſe Men, however, do not ſpare 


Religion it ſelf any more than the Diſpenſers 
of it, and their Maker and Teachers are gene- 


rally treated by them with the ſame ridicule, 


neither do they diſtinguiſh the worthy from 
the unworthy. They judge by the lump, and 
muſt therefore unavoidably judge wrong, Tis 
not to give countenance to any of theſe Laugh- 
ers, that what will be ſaid of the criminal 
Part of the Clergy, is made thus publick, All 
my Intention by it is to ſhew, that whatever 
Rails they erect about themſelves, the Govern- 
ment has a Right to come at them within 
them, if they offend the Laws, and ſo far de- 
viate from the Character of Peace-makers, as 
to become Incendiaries. 

This laſt Word puts me in mind of Sarbe⸗ 
verel, (the condemn'd DoRor,) whom 1 never 


chink of but with Abhorrence, for though his 
worthleſs Character would render him deſpi- 


cable in Obſcurity, yet he looks now with a 


Tremendous Aſpect, being promoted to one of 


the greateſt Cares in the Chriſtian World, and 
for an inſult on the Conſtitution, which at 
Hamburgh would have ſhut him up with his 


Brother Crombergh between four Walls; Inſtead 


of 


C9)) 
ef which he has not only the Power of doing 
Miſchief, but the Encouragment from his Im- 
punity, and has made the Afb ſo many Holy- 
days, that he will be always ſure of them 


when he Sounds the Trumpet. Can one ima- | 


gine this Man has any care upon him for the 
Souls of Men? does his neglect of his own 
give us Reaſon to believe, that our Salvation 
is his concern, and that he bellows fo for 


the Church, purely to keep us in the way to 


it? As for what Biſſet has writ of him, 1 
2 ſhall not trouble the Reader with repeating it. 
If he has curioſity enough to run over his 
three Modern Fanaticks, he will find a rare 
Parcel of Memoirs for the Life of this High- 
Church Champion. For my part, I think them 
too dirty to be kept together, and tho” I do 
not ſo much doubt the Truth of them, as 
diſlike the Virulence, yet I will not anſwer 
for what I do not know, and beſides, the 


kb - Doctor has not rambled about the Country fo 
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long to be a Stranger in it, and as he never 
pretended to much Purity of Manners, ſo doubt- 
leſs he will not be much affected by any charge 
on that Head. Tis ſuch Men as he who have 
enflam'd the Nation, and been the cauſe of 
the late Riots and Confuſion in it. His having 
met with a Rectory inſtead of a Jail, has en- 
courag'd the Younger and Inferior Prieſthood, 
to imitate him in Preaching Politicks, when 
= they ſhould teach Virtue; and blowing up the 
Minds of Men with big Words and windy 
” Nonſenſe, 'till they burſt ont into Mutiny, 
I do not believe there is a wiſe and good Man 
in England, that takes Sacheverel to be either 
the one or the other; why then is it that he is 
follow'd 


(6) 
follow'd by the two Quondam Chancellors his 
Advocates ? Is it to be improv'd by him in the 
Knowledge and Practice of Religion? Is it to 
have the Comfort and Edification of his Do- 
Erine and Prayers? Or is it to animate him 
by their Preſence, in his Averſion to the Con- 
ſtitution; and to keep up his ſeditious Spirit 


for the ſupport of the Faction, and to ſhew 


they are of his Opinion by their ſelecting him 
among a Thouſand for their ſpiritual Guide ? 
Was he ever heard to pray for his Majeſty by 
Name, (except when he is oblig'd to read the 
Common- Prayer,) till the late Order? Does he 


not do it now, as the A, mumbled the Thiſtles ? 
And 1s not his Practice the Precedent for the 
_ reſt of his High-Flying Fraternity ? Good God! 


How long ! have he and they prevaricated with 
the Almighty, and with their Lips pray'd 
for the Houle of Hanover, when the Pretender 
was all the while in their Hearts? Was it 
not high time to put a ſtop to that Helliſh 
Hypocriſy in our Age, when we cannot bear 


that of Occaſional Conformity, and to prevent 
the ill Effect of Sedition, as well as Hereſy ? 


How many of them declar'd in King William's 
time, that when they pray'd for the King, 


they meant King James, and took a Pride to 


diſtinguiſh themſelves from the Pious, Learned, 


and Loyal Clergy, by leaving out His Maje- 
ſty's Name and Titles, Were they not begin- 
ning the ſame double Dealing and Diſſimula- 


tion? I cannot think of it without Trembling. 
What could be their Reflection on the effect 
of ſuch Prayers, if they thought they were 


heard? Did they not make an honeſt and duti- 


fal Auditory, pray fora Prince whom they 


had. 


F had abjur'd ; if their Prayers ſignify'd no- 
thing, was it not a vain Inſult on the Go- 
vernment to alienate the Hearts .of the Peo- 
ple from their Affection to it? Are there 
2 upon Earth ſuch Hypocrites, and a Crew of ſuch 
> endutiful and unchriſtian Teachers? They do 
indeed want to be taught themſelves, and 
before I enter farther into my Subject, I will 
recommend to them the Sentiments of a 
L.earned and Pious Divine on this Occaſion. 
He is ſpeaking of the Duty of Praying for 
Princes de FadFo. I humour them with that 
| ag becauſe 'tis the conſequence of 


9 their Hereditary, Unalienable, indefeaſible Right. | 
Every Word is either Nonſenſe or Treaſon, 
with reſpe& to the Proteſtant Succeſſion - And | 

= this little Diſcourſe will ſhew, that what His | 
1 NWiaſeſty s Injunctions oblige them to do, the | 1 
Scripture had laid the ſame Obligation vpon | 
them. Not that 1 expe@ they will be the more | 
Obedient on that Account, and my Intenti- 


| 

. 

1 | 

on by it is rather to Silence than Convert 
them. They do not act by Reaſon or Know- 
2 edge. but by Faction and Paſſion, and Duty 
8 has little Weight with them, when Intereſt | 
„ and Ambition are in the way. — 
0 

3 


It is not only lawful for a Chriſtian, „ ſays 4 
tg Autbor, But he is alſo obliged in Con- 1 
- ſclence to pray for thoſe who are in Poſſeſ- | 
— # 6 ſion of the Authority of the State wherein he 
5 4 lives, if he has a mind to obey the Apoſtle 
"A F Sr. Paul, and to follow the Principles of the "A 
2 7 Chriſtian Religion ; I ſuppoſe, that which 
re at is the Duty of every Chriſtian in particu- 4 
i- lar, is the Duty alſo of the Church in ge- | 
y 7 © ncral, for as much as the Church is nothing - | 
d F | "2" DF - | 


” 


© but an Aſſembly of Chriſtians. Take we 4 
* View then of the command of the Apoſtle 
* St. Paul, in his firſt Epiſtle to Timothy; J 
* exbort therefore, that fp of all Snpplications, 

© Prayers, Interceſſions, and giving of Thanks be 
made for all Men, for Kings, and all that are 
in Authority, that we may lead a quiet and 
peaccable Life in all Godlineſs and Honeſty, for 

this is good ans acceptable in the ſaght of God 
our Saviour, who will have Men to be Javed, 

and to come to the K nowledge of the Truth, 

The Learned Dr. Hammond has thus Para- 
pf „„ 

Fir ſt, In the firſt place, therefore, [ adviſe 
thee and all the Biſhops under thy Metro- 
polis, that you have conſtant publick Offices 
of Devotion; conſiſting (1.) Of Supplicati- 
ons, for the averting of all hurtful Things, 
Sins and Dangers. (2.) Of prayers for the 
obtaining of all good Things which you 
want. (3.) Of Interceſſion for others; and 
(4) Of Thankſgivings for Mercies already 
received, and all theſe not only for your 
ſelves, but in a greater Diffuſion of your 
Charity for all Mankind, 1 
Secondly, For the Emperors and Rulers of 
Provinces under them, to whom we owe 
all our peaceable Living in any place, in the 
exerciſe of Religion, and a Virtuous Life, and 
therefore ought in Reaſon to pray and give 
Thanks for them. 

Thirdly, * For this God in the Goſpel ap- 
* proves of, and requires at our Hands. 
Fourthiy, In proportion to the Example 


n ed. 


Sa „„ „ „ „ „„ 6 @ aa A 


Sa A&A a K __A& 


* which he has given us in himſelf, who ear- 4 


6 neſely deſires the good of all Mankind, and | 
* uſetk | 
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© nſeth all powerful Means to bring them to 
reform their former wicked Lives, and now 


to entertain the Goſpel, whence it appears 
clearly, that a Chriſtian as ſuch 1s obliged 
to offer up unto God publick Prayers for 


Authority, and that this is the Duty of the 
Shure ia oe, ̃ ᷑ Ve. 1 RP 

Here [deſire you to obſerve two Things. 
* Firſt, That the Apoſtle St. Paul makes no 


Diſtinction, between Princes de Facto and de 


N 


2 Secondly, That they ground the Neceſlity of 


theſe Prayers upon a Principle of Gratitude 
in general, whoſoever they be that Admi- 
niſter it; for as much as one are beholden to 


Here is the Judgment of the greateſt Doctors 


thoſe that are inveſted with the Sovereign 


and Acknowledgment to the Government 


them for the peaceable Life we enjoy in the 
Exerciſe of our Religion, and a Virtuous 


of our Church, as to the Duty of the Clergy, 


= to pray for all that are in Authority over 
them, without making themſelves Judges of 


their Right, which proves thoſe that refuſe 


to pray for his preſent Majeſty to be guilty 

of that Sin, which is as the Sin of Witchcraft, 

= Rebellion, againſt God and the King, and the 
care the Government has taken of their In- 
nocence ſhould inſpire them rather with the 
=> moſt grateful and dutiful Sentiments, than 
with Stubborn and Refractory. If any of them 
mould ſtretch this Argument ſo far as to que- 


ſtion the Duty of Praying for any but Bere- 


= ditary Kings, it ſhews, they have ſtudy'd Hicks, 
LTeſiey, and Dodwell more than the . 
1 0 or _. 


4 
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For when the Jews tempted our Saviour, in ; 
the queſtion of the Right of Tribute paid to 


Caeſar, do's he not anſwer punctually in favour 
of the Roman Emperors, who had no more 


Divine Right to the Sovereignty of Fudea, than 


the Duke of Savoy to the Sovereignty of Sicily; 
And can any thing beſmore natural than to form 
this Argument? Every Chriſtian is oblig'd to 
acknowledge him for his lawful Sovereign to 
whom he pays Tribute; and is alſo oblig'd to 
pray for every lawful Sovereign, and for the 


Sovereign in Poſleflion as the Rightful and 


Lawful One. Much more where the Sove- 
reiguty is Eſtabliſn'd by fo many ſacred Laws, 
as is his Majeſty. A King of our own Choice, 

in which Election 'tis the Glory of the Church 
to have appear'd moſt zealous: A King whom 


rhe. Lord has anointed over us, for the Secu- 


rity of our Religion and Liberties : A King, 
for whom when we pray, we tat the ſame 


time pray for the Defenſe and Safety of all 


that free Men and Chriſtians hold dear: And 
ſhall a few proud, obſtinate, perverſe Prieſts 


have the Liberty to diſtinguiſh themſelves, by 


renouncing {9 many Bleſſings as we enjoy in 
His Majeſty? s molt wiſe and gracious Govern- 


ment, and give us in their Prayers to the 


French King, and the Pretender. 

FI grant theſe pretended ſcrupulous Con- 
ſciences, who wou'd pray for King GEORGE 
in the Litrrgy, becauſe they cannot keep their 
Livines without it, and for the King only in 
dg Prayers before Sermon, mentally intend- 

ing the Pretender, may inſi ſt upon the Object i- 
#3 that *tis ſinful to pray for any Power which 


is not [ypporced by their Divine Rigbt. I (hall 
anſwer 


1 


£24.) 
anſwer in the Words. of my Author before- 
mention'd, a Clergyman, and an Engliſhman. 
* The Principle [ oppoſe is, that it apper- 
* tains to the Church to judge 'of the Title of 
' thoſe who are in Poſſeſſion of the Govern- 
© ment, whether it be a Rightful Title or nor. 
© Whereas [ maintain on the contrary, that it 
„ © doth not in the leaſt belong to the Church. 
7 © to pronounce, concerning the Title of thoſe 
© who are in Poſſeſſion of the Sovereign Au— 
Achority. It follows from this Principle, that 
we cannot lawfully pray to God for any but 
tthoſe whoſe Title to the Sovereiguty we Own 
= © to be Rightful, And I maintain that if this 
i Coickeſon, which is drawn from the Princi- 
ple expole be true; it is impoſſible for any 
> © Chriſtian Church to ſabſiſt in any State, and 
© © that conſequently the Concluſion as well 
das the Principle from whence it naturally 
''* © flows cannot but be falſe. 1 deſire you, Sir, 
© to take Notice, that it doth not belong to 
© a Chriſtian (as ſuch) to examine, whether he 
* who hath the Power over a Society, poſleſs 
2 © the ſame by a Title de Jure, or de Tacto; I ac- 
knowledge indeed, that it is the Right of 


7 tr * wo 


% nee 


- = the Society and its Repreſentatives to exa- 
e mine this Queſtion, but J flatly deny that it 
. belongs to the Church, or to any of the 
People conſidered as Chriſtians, to diſcuſs the 
E Title of their Sovereigus. Chriſtians, in as 
r much as they are Chriſtians, are in a State 
n in the ſame manner as phylitians, who in 
- * that Capacity have nothing to do to meddle 


i- in the Affairs of State, though they muſt 
take Cognizance of them AS they are Citizens, 

4 Affairs therefore of State, muſt not be regu- 
( 2 e lated 


( 12) 
lated by any, but thoſe who are called to the 


f Management of them; and for as much as 
© the People are bound to ſubmit themſelves 


eto the Reſolution of their Repreſentatives, 
© the Church accordingly is obliged to own 


© him for a lawful Sovereign of the State, 
* whom the Managers of the State own for 


* ſuch, by ordering a Tribute to be paid to 


him, and Prayers to be offer' d up to God for 
2 him, Cc. 


As reaſonable as this is, as agreeable to 


Scripture, I do not addreſs it to thoſe that 
murmur at his Majeſty's exerting his Supre- 


macy to oblige them to Obedience to Church 
and State. The Church owns his Title to be 


Rightful and Lawful, every Father of it has 


{worn Allegiance to the King, and abjur'd the 


Pretender; nay, the very Prieſts, who are an- 
ory at the Royal Injunctions, have ſworn to 
that Prince, for whom they would not pray. 


Theſe Men are not be wrovght upon by Ex- 


ample or Precept. Nor is there any Occaſion 


of it; they do not want to have their Judg- 


ments inform'd, I doubt not Dr. 4 — be- 


liev'd from his Soul, that the Biſhops bad the 
Authority they pretended to in the Convoca- 


tion diſpute, that Sacheverel thought King Wil- 
liam had as much Right to the Crown as King 
James ever had; that Welton knows he has 
more of the Judas in him, than the Dean he 
abus'd at the Sacrament : In a word, that nei- 
ther of them care a Farthing which is Right 
or which is Wrong, further than to gratifie 


their Pride and Avarice, by fomenting Fact i- 


on, and Inveighing againſt the Government 
upon all Occaſions, Had not L—MH——, 
ir rr ] made 


4 - 
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made a bawdy Satyr againſt his Pariſhioners at 


1b, wherein he crys up Hercules, for 


_ | 


He Fifty Times renew'd his manly Race, 
And upbraids Meſſalina, an Alderman's Wife, as if 
Her inſatiate Womb, FE” 


* The Seed of all Mankind wou'd feign Intomb'd. 


perhaps he had never been driven from Rot- 
tendam, with a Preſent of a pair of new Shoes 
XZ for Preaching Politicks there, nor been pre- 


fer'd to a Rectory in London, for his yearly 
InveRives on the zoth of January. Can one 


imagine any ſuch Swearers to King GEORGE, 


and Murmurers at praying for them, have the 
leaſt Scruple upon them, whether His, or the 
Hereditary Title is moſt Divine. No! No! 


Their Conſciences are too harden'd to have 
any ſuch Impreſſions made on them. And he 
who wou'd not pray for a King whom he has 
taken the Oath to, or for one whom he has 


abjur'd, will never be in Pain who has the 
Right, provided this or that is to his purpoſe, 


Iheſe Men do indeed claim a Privilege to de- 
termine in State Affairs, with which they have 
no more to do than with Military, not to im- 
2 prove the Underſtandings of their Auditories, 
and direct their Conſciences; but to create 


Jealouſies, and enflame their Paſſions. 
One of their own Order, a Man of Learning 


1 'Y and Virtue, has ſet them in the right Way, 
if they knew how to walk in it; he is talk- 


ing of their buſying themſelves about things 


which do not belong to them, as Matters 


of Government, and the like: There is 


(14) 


' ſomething worſe than all this, ſays be, ſpeak- 


ing of the Abſurdities of ſuch as refuſe to pray for 


a King de Fadtto;, © For by this jumbling of 
political Conſiderations, about Government 


© with the Doctrine of the Goſpel, the Apo- 
© ſtles wou'd have been oblig'd at their firſt 


© Entrance to preſent the Governour of the 
© Place a Draught of a lawful Government ac- 
© cording to their Notion, to the end that the 
* State might conſider whether that Political 


© Scheme did agree with the Nature of Go- 
_ * yernment, as it is Eſtabliſh'd among the ſe- 
_ © vyeral Nations of the World. This is the 


© point whence they ought of Neceſlity to 
© have begun the Preaching of the Goſpel, for 
without this Chriſtians cou'd never be per- 
_ © ſwaded to offer up Prayers to God for the 
© Governour of a State. In very Truth, the 
© Apoſtles world have ſeem'd a Company of 
© pitiful Men, for underſtanding their Com- 


* miſſion no better, as having fail'd to leave us 
a good and ample Inſtruction in this moſt 
© important Matter, and which was of ſo great 


* Neceſlity, conſidering the vaſt Number of 
Changes and Revolutions that have hap- 
e pen'd in Government; whereas, inſtead of 
Luſing this exacneſs, they have only ſimply 
Land in general commanded us to pray to 
© God for all the Powers ſet over us, but they 
© never deſign'd to acquaint us either by their 
Conduct or Doctrine, that this was to be 
© reſtrain'd only to ſuch Powers as are law- 
© ful. But they will ſay, ſince you grant, 
that a Chriſtian and a Citizen are One and 
the ſame Perſon under different Reſpects; 
© how is it poſſible, that after all this you 

| - Fr | * ſhould 


615 ) 


"F< ſhould conceive, that a Chriſtian who is per2 
oy 4 „ ſwaded in bis Conſcience, ſuch a One is a 
= LC ' King de Facto; may yet, as a Chriſtian, pray 
b +. 7M *ro God for this King de Fatto, as if he were 
- . King de Jure? To this ! anſwer, that a Man 
k © who embraces any Principles contrary to the 
& * © Conſtitution of a State, is very much to be 
- FE pity'd; and, it beſides, he is ſo unhappy as | 
8 Sto fill his Brain with Whimſies without any 
| MFeronnd, or probability of Truth, and takes 
- Pains to confirm himſelf in the ſame from 
- F Paſſages of Scripture miſapplied ; he is ſtill 
e. more incurable, becauſe in this Caſe he hugs 
oO his Error, as ſuppoſing it both Hononrable 
r F- and Meritorious. 
'- > This good Man did believe, that ſome Ja- 
e ccrobites might indeed out of Conſcience, refuſe 
e to pray for King William; ſome 1 confeſs, to 
of believe alſo were fincere in their Reccuſancy, 
1- and fo ſimple, as imagine, King James was 
is a a better Friend to the Church than King Wil- 


ſt iam; nay, to ſuch a height of Stupidity did a 
few of them go, that Mr. Meux of Woodſtock, 

of Mr. Lamb of Eling, and others, after they had 
p- been Preaching and Praying for King Wil- 
Ham Thirteen Years, refus'd to take the Oath 
ly co Queen Anne, out of a Scruple to her Ti- 


to le, and not to confirm their Error. *Tis 
ey true, King William's Title was as good in Law 
ir and Reaſon, as Queen Anne's. But theſe He- 
be feditary Hen, who do not guide themſelves 
W- Þy Law or "Reaſon, muſt ſurely prefer the 


it, late Queen to King William, becauſe the was 
nd one of King James's Daughters ; ; and thoſe 
s; Vicars muſt have rare Conſciences, who after 


on {having [worn to the latter, cou'd not Tn 


* * 


( 16 ). 
themſelves to ſwear to the Queen. Men there art 
whoſe Heads have unhappily this evil Turn, 
and their Conſciences can no more go right, 
than a Bowl with an ill Byaſs, I will repeat 
a Paragraph or-two out of my Jaſt mentioned 
Author, to give the Reader a Notion of ſuch 
Conſciences, and prevent his taking thoſe who 
will not pray for King GEORGE, to be any 
thing but Fools. 
The Conſcience of ſuch a Perſon, ſays be. 
C Is moſt vifibly Erroneus, for firſt he jodges 
in the Quality of a Citizen, that ſuch a one 
is a King de Fado only, for whom it is not 
* lawful to pray, becauſe as he is a Chriſtian, 
© he admits a Doctrine and Principle, in con- 
* {ſequence whereof he oppoſeth himſelf againſt 
© the Determination of the State, which hath 
- manifeſtly acted and judged according to other 
Principles. It he forms this Judgment as he 
is a Chriſtian, than he attributes to himſelf 
a Right which God hath never granted to 
: Chriſtians as ſuch ; but if he judge thus in 
* the Quality of a Citizen, and not of a Chri- 
tian, he violates the Laws of a Society, 
© which cannot ſubſiſt, if every private Perſon 
: be permitted to oppoſe his particular Judg- 
ment to that of the Publick declared in the 
* moſt ſolemn Manner imaginable : The De- 
:  Iuſion of the Conſcience of ſuch a Perſon ap- 


© pears as evident to me, as if a Man ſhould 


, have reſolved to maintain from Scripture as 
© a Doctrine of Faith, that the Sun goes round 
the Earth, and in conſequence to this Princi- 
ple, ſhould refuſe Communion with thoſe _ 
that — the Syſtem of Copernicus. : 
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for his Majeſty, thoſe that refuſe it have ei- 


ther no Conſcience or Erroneous Ones, as has 
been ſufficiently prov'd ; and moſt 'of the 
Z Prieſts who grumble at the Check they have 
= receiv'd from the State, and being enjoyn'd 
by the Government to pet form all the parts 
g 4 of their Duty, are ſo far from thinking in 
Conſcience they ovght not to pray for his 
* | Majeſty, that they have taken an Oath never 
co pray for the Pretender, that condition be- 
E ing virtually part of the Abjuration Oath. 
1 If ſuch Injundions had been an Innovation, 


yet the Neceſſity of them from the vikble Neg- 


ewe of the Inferior Clergy in the due per- 
formance of their Office, would have ſuffici- 
ently warranted the making a Precedent by 
the Supremacy, to reform ſuch dangerous Abuſes 
crept into the Church during the Lenity, and 
Moderation of the Miniſters of one Party, 
and the Faction and Corruption of the other. 


= Theſe ill Miniſters have ever ſince Queen Beſs's 


N es under pretence of a Church Intereſt, 
promoted Popery and Tyranny, and none did 


it more than in the late bad times. The 


3 . neing Sacheverel to the Rectory of Hol: 
burn, has given more Encouragement to Men 
I of ſeditious and turbulent Spirits, than any 
one Act of Church-Government ſince the Re- 
auration, and the Impoſſibility of removing 
bim is a "perpetual Temptation to the lower 


Order of the Prieſthood; to make the ſame 
e. 0 againſt the Conſtitution for Prefer- 
wa ln King Charles the Firſt's Reign, there 


vere three or four Inſtances of ſuch unacs 


D T totintable 


1 will not inſiſt longer on this Argument; 
that Conſcience obliges the Clergy to pray 


| 
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countable Preaching; indeed the Prieſts were 
Men of a great deal more Merit, they had 


ſome Degree of Senſe and Learning, nor were 


their Morals ſo notoriouſly corrupt, but the 
Condemn'd Doctor can have no pretence to the 


Favour of any Miniſtry, more than what cen · 
ters in his Fadion and Forehead. 

Our Hiſtory furniſhes us with many In- 
ſtances of the Encouragement ſuch Parſons 
have met with in bad Times: As that of 
Dr. Sibthoyp, an obſcure Vicar before, but for 


Preaching an Aſſize or Viſitation Sermon, and 


aſſerting, The King might impoſe Taxes without 
Conſent of Parliament, and that his Subjects were 


in Conſcience bound to ſubmit to bis Royal Will and 


Pleaſure ; he was made One of the King's Chap- 
lains, as par ſon St. John was one of the Queen's. 
Three Vears ago for a Viſitation Sermon, aſ- 
ſerting, Hereditary Right, the pretended Title 
of the Chevalier de St. George. This name Sake 


of Lord Joby Bull's being ſent for from his 


Vicarage in Beafordſiire, ſoon gets into the Ac- 
quaintance of Sacbeverel, and I have heard, that 

as they were once Drinking together, Parſon 
St. John askt Parſon Sarbeverel whether he had 
I-fe bis Welch living. Yes, ſays the Doctor, I 
have left it, but bave been 51 ſerv'd by Floyd, 
I expected that he ſhould bave let me recommend a 
Alan for my Succeſſor, and he gave it to a Stran- 
ger. See now what a worthleſs Pupil I bad. Mr, 
St. John reply'd merrily, Pupil, Sawce- Box, you 


ſhould ſay, Patron, which Familiarity, the Con- 


demu'd Doctor was ſo offended at, that he made 


all the Company uneaſy with his il Humour; 
and nothing would ſatisfy him, but a large 
Letter from the new Court Chaplain to beg 

| bis 
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his Pardon, which the latter, being his Bro- 
ther in Principles and Practices, ſubmitted to 
write rather than have the Diſpleaſure of a 
Perſon of the Doctor's Importance. . 

Such Divines as theſe have made it neceſſary 
to keep a watchful Eye over them, and re- 
ſtrain them from running into former Extra- 


”  vagancies. This has been always done in good 


KReigns, and ſometimes even in bad Ones, to 


ſtop the Mouths of thoſe who have Preach'd 
the Proteſtant Religion, and the Liberty of 


the Subject. The Prerogative of the Crown, 


with Reference to the Supremacy, having never 


been queſtion'd, King James iſſued out Royal 
Injunctions to the Clergy, by Virtue of his Su- 


premacy, In the next Reign, the Court made 
uſe of the High-flyers to carry their Point, and 


eſtabliſh Arbitrary Power; beſides, the before- 
mention'd Sibthorp, there were Dr. 7danwaring, 


Dr. Mountague, and others, who under the 
Protection of Law, preach'd up thoſe Higb- 
Church Doctrines, which begat Toriſm and Ja- 


cobitiſm, and moſt of them had Biſhopricks 
and Deanar ies given them; Dr. Manwaring 
preach'd, That the King was bound by no Laws, 


ut that bis Royal Will, iu impoſing Taxes, oblig'd 


the Subjects Conſcience upon pain of Eternal Dam- 
nation, for which he was call'd to Account by 
= the Parliament, but afterwards he was made 
> Biſhop of St. David's. Dr. Afountague's Do- 

» Ctrine was every whit as Orthodox, and his 


Fortune the ſame, to be firſt preſecuted, and 
then prefer'd, having the Biſhoprick of Chi- 


* cheſter given him for his Loyalty and Zeal a- 
gialinſt the Conſtitution. At the ſame time, that 


Dr. Leigbter for Preaching ſomewhat in Favour | 
EL of 
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of Puritaniſm or Fanaticiſm, which you will, 

was Sentenc'd to perpetual Inpriſonment, Find 
Ten Thouſand Pounds, was Degraded, Pillory d and 
 Whipp'd, had his: Ears cut off, his Noſe ſlit, and 
bis Face branded, by the Moderation of King 
Charles the Firſt, and the Authority of his 
Supremacy. God forbid ! That ever the un- 
doubted Prerogative of the Crown ſhould have 
ſuch Sacrifices. Never will the moſt audacious 
Offenders have need to fear ſuch Cruelty, in 
a Reign founded on Principles of Juſtice, Truth, 

and Liberty; but the gentle ways of Repre- 
henſion and aſtruction, are the leaſt that tur- 
bulent and malignant Spirits ought to look 
for, and if other Methods are requiſite, they 
muſt thank their own Obſtinacy and Imperti- 
nence. In King Charles the Second's Reign, 
there was Publiſh'd, A Letter to the Arch-Byhop 

of York, accompany'd with Directions, which our 
High-Flying Clergy would think an intolera- 
ble Incroachment on their Independancy. The 
Reader will ſee by that Letter, and thoſe Di- 
rections, how much King Charles did exert. his | 
Supremacy : ; and that his preſent Majeſty in 
his Royal Injunctions comes far mort of it. 


To 
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| To 4 5 8 Father in 
God, ACCEPTED, Lord 
Arch- Biſhop of * 


Charles R. 
OST Reverend Father i in God, We Greet 
7 you Well. Whereas the bold Abuſes and 
= E xtravagancies of Preachers in the Pulpit, have not 
only, by the Experience of former Ages, been found 
to tend to the Diſhonour of God, the Scandal of 
= Religion, and Diſturbance of the Peace both: of 
; . Church tand State, but have alſo (through the Li- 
ccentiouſneſs of the late T imes) much increaſed, to 
tbe enflaming, fomenting, and heightning of the 
1 Diſtempers and Confuſions that were among 
1 u. And whereas even at this preſent, (notwith- 
* ſtanding the merciful Providence of God, ſo ſignally 
HY manifeſted in reſtoring Us to our Crown, and our 
738 | prous Care and Endeavours to govern our Realms 
in Peace and Tranquility) the ſaid Abuſes do yet 
continue in a very high meaſure, in ſundry Parts 2 
this Realm, thro the buſy Diligence of ſome un 
quiet and factious Spirits, who inſtead of Preaching 
ebe pure Word of God, and building up the People 
iin Faith and Holineſs, bave made it a great part 
their Buſineſs to beget in the Minds of their 
Hlearers, an evil Opinion of their Governors, by 
inſinuating Fears and Fealouſies, to diſpoſe them 
15 to diſcontent, and to ſeaſon them with ſuch un 
1 2 and dangerom Nane, as may lead them 
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(22) 
into Diſobedience, Schiſm, and Rebellion. "And 
whereas alſo ſundry young Diuines, and Miniſters, 
either out of a Spirit q Contention and Contradidti- 


on, or in a vain Oſtentation of their Learning, 


take upon them, in their popular Sermons, to han- 
dle the deep Points of God's Eternal Counſels and 


Decrees, or to meddle with the Affairs of State 


and Government, or to wrangle about Forms and 
Geſtures, and other fruitleſs Diſputes and Contro - 


derſies, ſerving rather to amuſe than profit the 


Heaters ;, which is done for the moſt part, and 


with the greateſt Confidence, by ſuch Perſons as 


leaſt underſtand tbem We, out of our Princely 


Care and Zeal for the Honour of God, the Ad- 


wancement of Piety, Peace, and true Religion, 


and for preventing for the future, as much as ly- 
eth in us, the many and great Inconventencies and = 


Miſchiefs that will unavoidably enſue, if a timely 
Stop be not given to theſe and the like growing 


Abuſes, do, according to the Examples of ſeveral 9 


of our Predeceſſors, of Bleſſed Memory, by theſe 
our ſpecial Letters, ſtraitly Charge and Command 


you, to uſe your utmoſt Care and Diligence, that 
theſe Directions, which upon long and ſerious Con- 


ſideration, we have thought good to give concerning 


and Miniſter in every Cathedral, Collegiate, and 


Pariſh-Church within their ſeveral Dioceſſes; and 
that you earneſtly require them to employ their ut- 
moſt Endeavour for the due Obſervation 7, the tf 
HOT eme 
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Preachers, and which we have cauſed to be Printed © 
berewith, ſent unto you, be from benceforth duly 
and ſtrictly obſerved by all tbe Biſhops within your 
Province. And to this end, Our Will and Plea- 
ſure is, That you forthwith ſend them Copies of 
theſe our Directions, to be by them ſpeedily com- 
municated to every Parſon, Vicar, Curate, Ledturer, 
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(23) 
Y fame, whereof we ſhall expect a ſiri® Acrount both 


of you and every of them e And theſe our Letters 
be be your ſuſpcient Warrant and — in 
| that Bebalf. 


Day of Odober, in the 14th Year of Our 
Reign, 1662, 


By His Majeſty's Command. 
ra. ; Nicholas, 


a ; - _— ——_— 5 = 2 . 2 
2 — 


Directions concerning Preachers. 
# 7 HA no Preachers in their Sermons pre- 
. ſume to meddle with Matters of State, 


rity of Sovereign Princes, or to ſtate and deter- 


1 75 mine the Differences between Princes and the Peo- ; 
at = ble; - but that upon all good Occaſions they faitb- 
n- 8 fully inſtru the en in their bounden Duty of 


ng = Subjeion and Obedience to tbeir Governors, Supe- 


the Doctrine of the Church of England, as it is 
contain d in the Homilies of Obedience, and he 
Urticies of Religion ſet forth by publick Aut bo- 


3 551 1 * by 
17 


rim and Study in the ſearch of 07 and ſpe- 
and culative Notions, eſpecially in and about the deep 


ut ⸗ Points of E leckion and Reprobation, together with 
the thb * ble Manner of the Concurrence o 
ame e 


Given at Our Court of White. Hal the 14th 


to model new Governments, or take upon them to . 
declare, limit or bound out the Power and Autho- 


vior and Subordinate of all ſorts, and to the Eſta- 
bliſhd Laws according to the Word of God, and 


That they be admoniſhed not to ſp end their 


—_—— — — —— — —— 1 
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God's free Grace, and Man's free Will, and ſuch: 
other Controverſ1es as depend thereupon + But how- 
ſoever, that they preſume not poſitively and doGri- 
nally to determine any thing concerning the ſame, _ 
3. That they forbear in their Sermons ordinarily 
and cauſelefly to enter upon the handling of any 
other Controverſies of leſs Moment and Difficulty : 
But whenſoe ver they are occaſion d by Invitation 
from the Text they Preach upon, or that in Regard 
of the Authority they Preach unto, it may ſeem re- 
quiſite or expedient ſo to do; That in ſuch Caſes 
they do it with all Modeſty, Gravity, and Candour, 
aſſerting the Doctrine and Diſcipline of the Church 
of England, from the Cavils and Objections of 
ſuch as are Ad ver ſaries to either, without Bitterneſs, 
Railing, Teering, or other unneceſſary or unſeemly 
Provecation. | 1 50 5 
4. That for the more Edifying of the People in 
Faith and Godlineſs (the aforeſaid Abuſes laid 
aſide) all Miniſters and Preachers in their ſeveral 
reſpective Cures. ſhall not only diligently apply them - 
ſelves to Catechize the younger ſort, according as 
in the Book of Common- Prayer is appointed; but 
alſo ſhall, in their ordinary Sermons, inſiſt chiefly 
upon Catechetical Doctrines (wherein are contain d 
all the neceſſary and undoubted Verities of Chri- 
ſtian Religion) declaring withal unto their Con- 
gregations, what Influences ſuch Doctrines ought to 
bave into their Lives and Converſations, and ſtir- 
ring them up effeGually, as well by their Examples 
as their D.arines, to the Practice of ſuch Religi- 
os and Moral Duties as are the proper Reſults of 
the ſaid Doctrines, as Self. Denial, Contempt of 
the World, Humility, Patience, Meekneſs, Jempe- 
| rance, Juſtice, Mercy, Obedience, and the like; 
| and th a Deteſtation and Shunning of Sin, the: | 
1 | EY 4 
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ally ſuch Sins as are ſo Rife among us, and com- 
mon to the Age we live in; ſuch are thoſe uſually 
. ſtyl d the Seven deadly Ones In ſhort, all kind of 
Debauchery, Senſuality, Rebellion, Profaneneſs, A- 
tbeiſm, and the like, And becauſe thoſe licentious 
Times have Corruptedg Religion, even in the very 
Roats and Foundations, that where there is an A 
ternoon s Exerciſe, it be eſpecially ſpent either in 
Explaining ſome part of the Church-Catechiſm, 
or in Preaching upon ſome ſuch Text of Scripture 
48 will properly and naturally lead to the handling 
of ſomething contain'd in it, or may conduce to the 
Expoſition of the Liturgy, and Prayers of the Church 
(as Occaſion ſhall be offer'd) the only Cauſe they 
grew into Contempt amongſt the People being this, 
that they were not underſtood. That alſo the Mi- 
niſter, as often as conveniently be can, read the 
Prayers himſelf; and when he cannot ſo do, he 
procure or provide ſome fit Perſon in Holy Orders, 
who may do it with that Gravity, DiſtinGueſs, 
Devotion, and Reverence, as becomes ſo Holy an 
Action. And whenſoever by Reaſon of bis Infir- 
mity, or the Concurrence of other Offices, the time 
may ſeem too ſhort, or he unable to perform the 
Office of both Prayers and Sermon at length, le 
ratber ſhorten his Diſcourſe or Sermon, than omit 
any thing of the Prayers, leſt he incur the Penalty 
of the Adi for Uniformity, requiring them to be read 
according as the Book directs. 5 
J. And further, Our Will and Pleaſure is, That 
all Miniſters within their ſeveral Cures, be enjoyn'd 
| publickly to read over unto the People, ſuch Canons 
45 are of ſhall be in Force, at leaſt once, and the 
Thirty -nine Articles twice every Tear, to the End 
they may the better underſtand, and be the more 
thoroughly acquainted with the DoGrine and Diſci- 
Oe OR Te pt 


( 26 ) 
pline of the Church of England, and not ſo eaſily 
drann away from it as formerly they have been. 
6. Since Preaching was not anciently the Work 
of every Prieſt, but was reſtrain'd to the choiceſt 
Per fons for Gravity, Prudence, and Learning; 


the Arch- Biſhops and Biſhops of this Kingdom, are 

to take great Care whom they Licenſe to Preach 
and that all Grants and Licences of this kind here- 
tofore made by any Chancellor, Official, Commiſſary, 
or other ſecular Perſon (who are preſumed not to be 


fo competent Judges in Matters of this Nature) 
be accounted Void and Null, unleſs the ſame ſhall 


likewiſe be allow'd by the Arch. Biſhop, or the Biſhop 


ef the Dicceſs, and that all Licences of Preachers 
hereafter to be made or granted by any Arch. Biſhop 
or Bifhot, (hail be, only during Pleaſure, otherwiſe 
to be vid to all Intents and Purpoſes, as if the 
ſame had never been made or granted, © 
-, Laſtly, That for the better obſerving of the 
Lord's: Day, (too much nięglected of late,) they ſhall, 
as by ofien and ſerious Admonitions, and ſharp 


 Reproofs, endeavour to draw off People from ſuch 


Idle, Debauch'd, and trofane Courſes as diſhonour 
Cod, bring a Scandal on Religion, and Contempt 
on the I ams aud Authority, Eccleſiaſtical and Civil, 


fo [hall they very carneſtly perſwade them to fre- : 
quent Divine Service on the Lord's- Day,: and o- 


ther Feſtivals at pointed by the Church to be kept 
Solemn, And in caſe any Perſon ſhall Reſort unto 


any Tavern, Ale-Houſe, or uſe any unlawful Sports 


and Exerciſes on ſuch Days, the Miniſter ſhall ex- 
hurt thoje nbich are in Authority, in their ſeveral 
Pariſtes and Congregations, carefully to look after 
frich Cffenters in any kind whatſoever, together nith 
ail whnſe that Abet, Receive or Entertain them, 
*rat lncy may oe frocceded againſt. according uf 

: | ive 


(#) 
the Laws and Quality of their Offences, that all 


ſuch Diſorders may far the time #0 come be pre- 
vented. 


Given at the Court of White- Hall, the 7 
Day of October, in the * Vear of Our 
Reign, 1662 Low 


Ml His wude 8 Command, XZ: 1 5 1 
| ys 74. Nicholas, 
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Twelve Years after was s Publiſh'd, 


Royal Order of the ſame Tenour with the 
former, nay, ſo far did King Charles exert 
his Supremacy, that he not only gave ont his In- 
junctions as to the Cut and Size of Miniſters 
= air and Perukes, but Admonitions and Inſtru- 
ctions how the Clergy ſhould behave themſelves 
as tothe manner of Preaching, forbidding them 
to read their Sermons ; a Hardſhip, that wou'd, 
if enjoyn'd at this time, ſilence Sacheverel, and 
the reſt of them, who doubtleſs could as well 
live their Leſſons, as learn them without Book. 
The Duke of Monmouth was then Chancellor 
of the Univerſity of Cambridge, and twas by 
his Royal Father's Command that he wrote 
them the following Letter, 


- Mr.Vice-Chancellor 
and Gentlemen. 


IS Majeſty having taken Notice of the 
Liberty which ſeveral Perſons in Holy 
Orders have taken to wear their Hair and 
Pernkes of an unuſual, anbecoming Length, 
hath commanded me to let yoa know, that he 
is much diſpleaſed therewith ; and ſtrictij en- 
joins, that all ſuch Perſons as profeſs or in- 
tend the Study of Divinity, do for the future 
wear their Hairy in a manner more ſaitable 
to the Gravity and Sobriety of their Profeſſi. 
on, and the Diſtinition which was always 
maintaind between the Habits of Men de- 
voted to the Miniſtry, and other Perſons. 
And whereas His Majeſty is inform d, 
That the Practice of reading Sermons is ge- 
nerally taken up by the Preachers before the 
Univerſity, and therefore ſometimes conti- 
nued, even before himſelf, His Majeſty hath 
commanaed me to ſignify to you his Pleaſure, 
That the ſaid Practice abet took B ne 

. , a wit 
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with Hr Diſorders of the lere Times) be laid 


aſide, and that the aforeſaid Preachers deli- 


wer their Sermons both in Latin and Eng- 


liſh by Memory, or without Book, as being 
4 way of Preaching, which His Majeſty judge 
eth moſt agreeable to the Uſe of all Foreign 
Churches, and to the Cuſtom of the Univer- 


 fity heretofove, and the Nature and Intend- 


ment of that Holy Exerciſe. SE 
And that His Majeſty's Command iu the 

Premiſes ma fo auly regarded and obſerved, 

His further Þ eaſure is, That the Names of 


all ſuch Eccleſiaſtick Perſons at ſhall wear 


their Hair as heretofore in an unfitting Imi- 
tation of the Faſhions of Laymen, or that 
ſhall continue the preſent ſupine and flothful 


way of Preaching, be from time to time ſigni- 


fied unto me by the Vice-Chancellor for the 


time being, upon Pain of His Majeſty's Diſ. 
„„ e eee 


Having in Obedience to His Majeſty's 
Will, ſigniſied thus much unto you ;, 1 Well 


not doubt of your ready Compliance, and the 
rather, becauſe His Majeſly intends to ſend 
the ſame Injunctions very ſpeedily to the Uni- 


verſity of Oxford, whom I am aſſured you 


will equal as in all other Excellencies, ſo 
in Obedience to the Ning, eſpecially when his 


Command tends ſo much to the Honour and 
Eſteem of that Renown'd Univerſity, whoſe 
Welfare 


(39) 
5 Welfare is ſo heartily deſir d, and ſhall alivays 
be endeavour d by 


| = Mr. Vice-Chancellor, 

| SY and Gentlemen, 

| Pour Loving Friend 
5 and Chancellor, 


New-Market, | 
Od ober 8. | | | — 


1674. y KN | £ | 
Monmouth, 
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Ho wou'd our Murmurers grumble, if they 
were oblig'd to get their Sermons by Heart ? 
What an Innovation wou'd that be reckon'd ? 


Into what Danger wou'd it bring the Church, 
when it would ſtop the Mouths of more Mi- 


niſters than were Silenc'd by that moſt Chri- 
ſtian Statute call'd, The Bartholomew 4F, The 
Modern Grumblers are angry, becauſe they 


are not allow'd to preach what they wou'd to 
the endangering the Peace of the State; how 
Vou'd they be enrag'd at an Order, which 
wou'd hinder nine Parts in Ten of them from 
Preaching at all? For ſuch an Injunction wou'd 


fall heavy, only on thoſe who not having 
their Doctrines at Heart, wou'd be ſadly put 
to it, to keep it in their Memories, 


Ho the Clergy of the ſame Stamp behav'd 
' themſelves in that Reign, may be ſeen by the 
Bundles of Sermons Preach'd and Printed to 
celebrate the zoth of January, and the 29th 
of May; In which every Word tends to fer 
the Proteſtants of England together by the 


Or rn 
None diſtinguiſh'd himſelf more in this 
kind than Thompſon of Briſtol, who ſet him- 


elf up to be the A ſlertor of Deſpotick Govern- 
. ment, and in Defiance of the Laws, revil'd 


the Conſtitution, inſtead of Preaching Religion 
and Virtue, for which he was alſo had be- 
fore the Houſe of Commons, and brought up- 
on his Knees at the Bar, but ſoon after Re- 
warded with the Deanary of that City, where 


he haddiſperſt his Poiſon. 


What is later in our Memory, is the De- 
claration of King James the Second, who no 
doubt was as Scrupulous of invading the Su- 


premacy = 


. 
ſremacy of the Pops, which the High-Chyrch 
ndependauts imply in their new Pretenſſons, 
95 any of them cov'd be; yet that their darl- 
ing Prince has ſhewn, how Supream oyer - 
them he took himſelf to be, tho? they will 
not allow a Proteſtant King the ſame Prero- 
p£4Uve. 


The Declaration. 
To the moſt Reverend Fathers in God, 
William Lord Arch-Biſhop of Canter. 

bury, Primate of all Exgland and Me- 

tropolitan; and John Lord Arch-Biſhop 
of Tork, Primate of Ezg/and and Me- 
tropolitan. _ as OE 


* 


JAMES R - 3 „ 
OST Reverend Fathers in God, We Greet 
ou Well. Whereas the bold Abuſes, and 
Exttavagancies of Preachers in the Pulpit, have 
not only by tbe Experience of former Ages been 
found to tend to the Diſhonour of God, the 
Scandal of Religion, and Diſturbance of the 
Pezce both of Church and State ; but did alſo 
(thro? the Licentiouſneſs of the late Rebellious times) 
mich Tucreaſe, to the inflaming, fomenting, and 
 beightuing of the ſad Diſtempers and Confuſions 
that were then among us And whereas, even at 
this preſent (notwithſtanding the merciful Provi- 
dence of God, ſo ſignally manifeſted in Reſtoring 
ow Royal Family, and the lawful Government of 
theſe Realms, and putting an End to the great 
| ET Rebellion, 


(15 


Rebellion, and notwithſtanding the pious Care and 


Endeavours of our late dear Brother, and our ſelf 


ever ſince, to govern our Realms in Peace and 


Tranquility) it may juſtly be fear'd, that in ſun- 


| dry Parts of this Reaim, there want not Men of 


unquiet and factious Spirits, who inſtead of 


Preaching the pure Wotd of God, and build- 
ing up the People in Faith and Holineſs, will (if 
they be not reſtrain'd) make it a great part of 


= their Buſineſs to beget in the Minds of their 


Hearers, an evil Opinion of their Governours, 
by inſinuating Fears and jealouſies, to diſpoſe 
them to Diſcontent, and to ſeaſon them with /uch 
unſound and dangerous Principles, as may lead 
them into Diſobedience, Schiſm, and Rebellion: 


And whereas alſo ſunary young Divines, and 


Preachers, either out of a Spirit of Contention 


and Contradiction, or in 4 vain Oſtentation of 


their Learning, take upon them in their popular 
Sermons, to handle the deep Points of God's Eternal 
Councils and Decrees, or to meddle with the 


Affairs of State and Government, or, to wran- 


gle about Forms and Geſtures, and other fruit- 
leſs Diſputes and Controverſies, {erving ra- 


ther to amuſe than profit the Hearers ; which 


#5 done, for the moſt part, and with the greateſt 


Confidence, by. ſuch Peyſons 'as leaſt under- 


ſtand them : We, out of our Priacely Care and 


Leal, for the Honour of God, the Advancement 


of Piety, Peace, and true Religion, and for the 


preventing for the future, as much as licth in us, 


the many and great Inconveniencies and Miſchicfs 
that will unavoidably enſue, if a timely Stop be 
not given to theſe and the like growing Abuſes ; 
4%, according to the Examples of ſeveral of our 


Nader of Bled Metiry, by theſe ar ſpicial 


Letters 
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Letters ftraitly Charge and Command you, to uſe 


your utmoſt Care and Diligence, that theſe Dire- 


Fions, which upon long and ſerious Conſideration, 
our late dear Brother thought good to give con- 
cerning Preachers, (Anno .1662.) and which we 
upon like Conſideration have approv'd, and causd 


to be Reprinted, and herewith ſent unto you, be 


from henceforth duly and ſtrictly obſerv'd by all the 
Biſhops, and Others concern'd therein within your 
Provinces. And to this End our Will and Plea- 
ſure is, That you forthwith ſend them Copies of 


_ theſe our Directious, to be by them ſpeedily com- 


municated to every Parſon, Vicar, Curate, LeGurer, 


and Preacher in every Catbedral, Collegiate, and 


Pariſh-Church within their ſeveral Dioceſſes : And 


that you earneſtly require them to employ their ut- 


moſt Endeavour for the due Obſervation of the 
ſame, whereof we ſhall expect a ſtrict Account, 
both of you, and every. one of them. And theſe 
our Letters ſhall be your ſufficient Warrant and 
Diſcharge in that Behalf. 


Given at Our Court of White- Hall, the Fifth 
Day of March, 1685. in the Second Year 
of Our Reign. 5 
By His Majeſty's Command. 


Sunderland. 


Let 


70 hd 6) N * 7 L N. 
| Ds ll... 


(35) 
Let us examine how exactly this complaint of 
King James the Second, which has Relation 


to the Orthodox only (for the Fanaticks had not 


a Houſe to put their Heads in) agrees with 
the High-Flyers of our times; and by that we 
ſhall ſee under what Neceſlity all Governments 


will think themſelves to reſtrain the Licenti- 


_ ouſneſs of the Pulpit, as well as how they look 
upon themſelves authoriz'd to do it. 
Whereas the bold Abuſes and Extravagancies of 


Preachers in the Pulpit, have been found to tend to 
the Diſhonour of God, the Scandal of Religion, and 


Diſturbance of the Peace both of Church and State, 


to uſe King Fames's own Words. Was there 


ever a time when any Clergymen were guilty 
of more Abuſes and Extravagancies than thoſe 
I have already mention'd, in our own Days, 
to be the Incendiaries of the Nation ? Is there 
in Story a match for Sacheverel, conſidering 


how inſigniſicant and worthleſs he is in him 
ſelf? yet, what a biſtle has he made only by 


his Extravagancies and InveCtives in the Pul- 
pit? Again, % 

It may be juſtly fear d, that in ſundry Parts of 
this Realm, there want not Men of Factious, and 
unquliet Spirits, who inſtead of Preaching the pure 
Mord of Cod, and building up the People in Faith 
and Holineſs ; will, if they be not Reſtrain'd, 
make it a great part of their Buſineſs to beget in 
the Minds of their Hearers, an ev:l Opinion of 
their Governours, Pray mind, all this is ſaid 
of thoſe Prieſts, who now cry aloud and ſpare 


þ | not, for the indefeaſible, unalienable Title of 


that Prince, againſt whom they then indeavour d 
= to ſet the People by inſinuating Fears and Jealou- 
ſues, to diſpoſe them to Diſcontent, and to ſeaſon 
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them with ſuch unſound and dangerous Principles, 
ds may lead them into Diſobedience and Rebellion. 
Thus it appears, that theſe ſeditious Preachers 
are not really concern'd for the juſtice of the 
Title or Prerogative of the Crown, but declare 
themſelves for or againſt it, as it ſerves their 
purpoſe : How agreeable is this mutinous 
Diſpoſition of theirs in King James's Reign, 
to their late Practices. The Reverend and 
Learned Biſhop of Salisbury in his Speech, when 

the Incendiary was on his Trial, will put the 
inatter in a clear Light, and juſtify all that I 
Have ſaid or ſhall ſay on this Head. His Lord- 
ſhip ſpeaking of thoſe of the Clergy, who de- 
cry'd Revolution. Principles, and damn'd all King 
William's Friends, as Sacheverel did the Diſ- 
ſenters, Theſe Notions, ſays his Lordſhip, Have 
been long let run among us. They have ap- 
bear d in a moſt violent ungvarded manner, 
ever ſince the Attempt of the Pretender; and 
more of late, ſince the Preliminaries, upon 
© the Over-ture for a Peace, ſeems to extin- 
* guiſh their Hopes, His Lordſhip does not. 
mean the Bleſſed Treaty of Utrecht, but thoſe 
of the Hague and Gertrudenburg, which were 
then a Foot, He proceeds, what Sermons on 
this Head were preach'd in this City, at the 
Aſſizes at Bath, and at many Cathedrals ? 
© Furious Men fit themſelves with ſome hot 
* Sermons, which they carry about from place 
to place, to poiſon the Nation. This has 
not only the vihble Effect deſign'd by it, of 
* ſhaking many in their Allegiance to 'the 
5 * Queen, and in their adhering to the Prote- 
tant Succeſſion : but it has a curſed Effect on 
many others, on whom This their we 
oes 


(37) 


does not ſucceed. Is there a better Judge of 
this Matter than this excellent Prelate ? And 
here we may learn, that the corrupt Clergy. 
do not only ſhake Men in their Loyalty to the 
preſent Government, but are a main Occaſion 
of the increaſing of Jnfidelity and Immorality ; 
for his Lordſhip continues, Jam very ſenſible, 
there is a great Deal of Impiety and afidelity 
nor ſpread thro' the Nation. This gives 
. every good Mind all poſſible Horror ; but I 
* muſt tell your Lordſhips, on what 1 great 
part of it is founded; for ſince my Conver- 
„ ſation with Wilmot Earl of Rocheſter, I have 
© had many Occaſions to diſcourſe with Perſons 
© tainted with thoſe wicked Principles; and I 
© do affirm it, that the greateſt Prejudice 
* theſe Perſons bave at Religion, at the Clergy, 
© and at the publick Worſhip of God, is this, 
© that they ſay, they ſee Clergymen take Oaths, 
* and uſe all Prayers, both Ordinary and Ex- 
' traordinary, for the Government; and yet in 
© their Actings and Diſcourſes, and of late in 
* their Sermons, they ſhew viſibly that they 
* look another Way, from whence they con- 
© clude, they are a mercenaty Sort of People with- 
© out Conſcience. And are theſe mercenary 
Men, the Welton's, Higgins, Bretts, Smith's, Swift's, 
c. mended by the late Miniſtry 7 > Are they 
grown more obedient to the Laws, more duti- 
ful to the Government? Are their Conſciences 
leſs ſear'd, and do their Oaths ſtick more up- 
on them? Have they not renew'd them? And 
yet how have the Auditories of St. Andrews, 
Sepulchres, White-Chappel, and St. PauPs it ſelf 
deen enflam'd with ſeditions Notions, and Do- 
ctrines of Diſobedience ? Should they be let 
| V 
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run ſtill, and be left to make ſure our Ruin 
without Controul ? Shall the Merit of the Obe- 
client and Pious cover the Shame, and excuſe the 
Guilt of the Wicked and Diſobedient ? I con- 
feſs, this Arzument pleads ſtrongeſt for them, 
and might prevail, if there appear'd the leaſt 


| Sign of Remorſe and Repentance, His Lord- 


ſhip proceeds: I hope, there are not many 
* of the Clergy that are ſo corrupted and fo 
* ſcandalous ; I am ſure, I know a great many 
„that are far otherwiſe, who preach, ſpeak, 
© and act, as they ſwear and pray; but thoſe 
who act in another Way are noiſie and impu- 


dent, and fo bring an Imputation on the 


© whole Body; and unleſs an effectual Stop is 
put to this Diſtemper, it is not poſlible to 
© foreſee all the ill Conſequences that may fol- 
© low upon it. Is there any more likely Way 


to put an effeQual Stop to it, than by the 
Government's ſhewing its Diſpleaſure, and ex- 


erting its Authority? And thoſe who doubt 
the Prerogative of the Crown in this Caſe, 


do it very plainly, not on Account of its Su- 


premacy, but its Title. They are therefore to be 
lookt on as its Enemies; and if they are not 
treated as ſuch, but as humourſome and re- 
fractary Sons of a mild forgiving Father, per- 
haps ſuch Mildneſs may be as fatal as their 


Diſobedience, by encouraging them to con- 


tinue it. ” Ds Mo 

There is one Thing in King James's De- 
claration yery much to our preſent Purpoſe, | 
which is, that the greateſt Offenders are the 


moſt ignorant of this Order; the Doctor him- 


ſelf has the Character, and ever had, of be- 
jag as empty as he's impudent. And ſuch of 
i the 


( 39) 
the Clergy, who have not Learning, Reaſon, 
nor Virtue to recommend them, expect to 
make vp for all thoſe Wants by an affected 
inflammatory Zeal. King James ſays the ſame 
Thing, This is done for the moſt part and with 
the preateſt Confidence by ſuch Perſons as leaſt un- 
der fand them. Can any one imagine, that a 
Country Curate or Rural Rector ſhould be 
well inform'd of the Rights of Princes, the 
Nature of Conſtitutions, the prerogatives of 
Crowns, and the Duty of Subjects, eſpecially 
when they practiſe the latter ſo whimfically 
and erroneouſly. Yet from theſe it is, that 
the Nation is infected with poiſonous Notions 
in Politicks, and have their Minds alienated 
from their Affection to his Majeſty's Go- 
vernment. All wiſe States will not ſuffer the 
Prieſthood to meddle with this Affair; the 
Venetians baniſh them from their Counſels - 
the Dutch forbid them to concern themſelves 
with State Matters. And they take Care in 
France not to give the leaſt Offence; if they 
ſhould, they would ſoon find his moſt Chri- 
ſtian Majeſty as Supream as eyer our King 
Harry was. 
If any of theſe political Doctors did ſnew 
by their Lives and Converſations they were 
in earneſt, one would pity them, but that's 
impoſlible, not a Man of em can abjure the 
Pretender, and preach againſt his Majeſty's Par- 
Jiamentary Title, but he muſt be a moſt a- 
bounded Hypocrite, and notoriouſly perjur'd. 
One cannot expect Honour, Morals or Merit 
in ſuch a Creature, and yet mall he be thought 
too ſacred for the Laws to take hold of him, 
becauſe he wears a Coat which he diſgraces. 


3 
I muſt needs own, I do by all ſuch Perſons 
as the Law requires ſhou'd be done with any 
of 'em convicted of Crimes, degrade them 
before they are puniſh'd. I ſtrip 'em in my 
Mind of the Cloth to which Reyerence is due, 
and to which by their Guilt they are not at all 
entitled, and paſs that Cenſure on them which 
their Actions deſerve. I am not for turning 
a Laick into a Prieſt, purely to expoſe him as 


in the Character of Sir fobn Brute, but for 


taking off his Sheeps Clothing, before I hunt 
him as a Wolf. For | maintain, a good Church- 


man may charge the Prieſts with Deſigns againſt 


the Government, when fo many Proofs are 
given of it, without looſing any Part of his 
Deference for the venerable Body. *Tis in- 
deed the Intereſt of the Offenders to conceal 
themſelves among the Innocent ; but when 
they are ſet apart, one may ſurely attack 
them, without injuring the others, And 


this has been practis'd by the moſt begot- 


ted People, the Papiſis, The lazy illiterate 

Prieſthood have never eſcap'd the juſt Senſe of 
the beſt Writers; Le Bruyere gives a Deſcrip- 
tion of one of them, for which l' engage to 
bring Ten Parallels among our dignify'd Poli- 
tical High. Flying Clergy, A brisk jolly Prieſt, 
ſays be in his Chapter of Certain Cuſtoms, © Who 
©is as healthy as he can wiſh himſelf, is Rector 
* of ſuch a Pariſh, and fits in his Lac'd Surplis 
*©amongſt the Judges and Magiſtrates. in the 
© beſt place of the Church, where he ends the 
© Digeſtion of a plentiful Dinner, while a Mon 


or a Fryar leaves his Deſart, or his Cell; 
© which Decency, and his Vow ſhould confine 


mand 


him to, and comes to Preach before him and 
AM his 


| (4a) 
© © his Flock, and is paid for his Sermon, as for 
© a piece of Stuff, The Novelty and Unex- 
© pectedneſs of ſuch a cenſure ſtartles you; you 
wonder at the Impertinence ot it, and are 
? ready to ask me, whether I would deprive 
this Prieſt, and his whole Pariſh from hear- 
„  *ie. the Word of God, and receiving the 
= © Bread of Life: No, by no means I would have 
him preach that Word, and deal that Bread 
5 of Life to them himſelf at all times, and in 
all Places, in Publick, and in Private, in the 
2 Churches, in the Market, and on the Houſe 
5 Tops. And 1 would have none to pretend 
to ſo great, and ſo laborious an Office; but 
with an latent, and a Capacity of deſerving 
the large Offerings, and great Retributions 
that are belonging to it. 
What an Inſtance of this Pious, Latinefs, 
and Holy Luxury is the Condemn'd Doctor, who 
as ſoon as ever the late bad Managers impos'd 
him upon a Pariſh, that hates him, order'd 
the Bells that rung for Six a Clock Prayers to 
be ſilenc'd, for that they diſturb'd him in his 
firſt sleep, which he ſeldom begins till Morn- 
ing. His Luxurious way öf Living, is as well 
| known as his inſufferable Inſolence : Vet this 
worthleſs Rector do the Faction indulge in his 
Pride, own him as their Head, and pay him 
the Veneration that would ſcarce be due to an 
Apoſtle, which he has not one Character of; 
This Man, who pampers bimſelf Daily, 4 
fattens on the Revenues of one of the beſt 
Pariſhes in England, feeds his Vanity with 
the Shouts of an ignorant Rabble, whom he does 
his utmoſt to keep warm in their Diſguſt to 
the Government, Knowing that as ſoon as _ 
en 
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end is put to Faction, there's an end of bis 
Merit, and he'll become as general an Object of 
Hatred or Contempt, as he is now of Ap- 
plavſe and Value with thoſe ſtupid Animals. 
mention the Vices of theſe Factious Prieſts, 


to ſnew, that they impoſe upon the World 


when they pretend to any concern for our 
Church and Religion; and I take no more Li- 


berty with them, than the honeſt Frenchman 


before ſpoken of, Mr. Le Bruyere, who ſays 
further, perſonating a Prieſt of this make, 
© Shall the Chanter pretend to make me ariſe 
* to Mattins ? And am not 1 Maſter of the 
© Quire? My Predeceſſor never went there? 
*Sure I am ho worſe a Man than he was ? 


should I ſuffer my Dignity to be underva- 


© 1vw'd, while I am in Poſſeſſion of it? Or 
* ſhould I leave it to my Succeſſor ſuch as I 
found it? *Tis not, ſays the Prebendary, my 
own Intereſt, but my Prebends that I regard. 
* It wovld be very hard that I ſhorld be ty'd 
© to hear the Service, while the Treaſurer, the 
* Arch- Deacon, and the Grand Vicar think them- 
* ſelves exempt from it. I have a great deal 
* of Reaſon, ſays the Dean, to demand my 
* Dues, though | never come to Prayers. Have 


not I ſlept all Night for theſe twenty Years 
without being diſturb'd? | will go on in my 


© own way, and my carriage ſhall always be 
* an{werable to my Dignity : Elſe, what ſhould 
get by being chief of the Chapter? My ex- 
* ample can be of no conſequence. Thus eve- 

*ry one ſtrives to be exempt from praiſing 
*God, and to ſhew by a long and continued 
* Courſe, that he is under no Obligation of 
doing it. There cannot be a greater, nor 
1 8 T | _ 


| 
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2 more fervent Emulation than there is be- 
* twixt them, for abſenting themſelves from 


© Divine Service. The Bells are heard in a ſtill 
Night, and the ſame Harmony which wakes | 


the ſinging Men and Choriſters ſerve to lull 


© the Canons into an eaſy and pleaſant Sleep, 
which produces no Dreams, but what are 
© Delightful. They riſe up late, they go to 
© Church, and receive their Salary for taking 
„their Eaſe*. And who would grudge it, if 


they lov'd our Peace, as well as their own 


Eaſe; If they would be ſatisfy'd with taking 
their Dues, and not pretend to ride thoſe, 
they are to lead only; If they would not keep 


up Animoſities, and weaken the Conſtitution, 


by fomenting our Diviſions? That too many 


of them do this, is too well known to need 
any Remembrance here; and it is this grie- 


vance, which after a Forbearance of ſeveral 


Vears, the Government has thought neceſſary 


to Redreſs by the following Injunctions, in 
Imitation of former Governments on the 
like Occaſion : Inſtances of which I have given, 
and could give many more were not thele 


ſufficient. 
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Directions to our Arch-Biſhops, and 
Biſhops, for the Preſerving of Unity 
in the Church, and the Purity of the 
Chriſtian Faith, concerning the Holy 
Trinity; and alſo for Preſerving the 
Peace and Quiet of the State. 


GEORGE K. 

OST Reverend, and Right Reverend Fa- 

thers in God, we Greet you Well. Mhere- 
as we are given to underſtand, that there bave of 
late been great Differences among ſome of the 
Clergy of this Our Realm, about their ways of 
expreſſing themſelves in their Sermons and Wri- 
tings concerning the Doctrine of the Bleſſed Tri- 
nity : And whereas alſo unuſual Liberties have been 


taken by ſeveral of the ſaid Clergy, in intermed- 


ling with the Affairs of State and Government, 


and the Conſtitution of the Realm, both which may 


be of very dangerous Conſequence, if- not timely 
prevented: We therefore, out of our Princely Care 
and Zeal for the Preſervation of the . Peace and 


Dynity of the Church, together with the Purity of the 


Chriſtian Faith, and alſo for preſerving the Peace 


and Quiet of the State, have thought ſit to ſend 


you theſe following Directions, which we ſtraitly 
charge and command you to Publiſh, and to ſee 
that they be obſerved within your ſeveral Dioceſſes. 


I. That 


(45 


I. That no Preacher whatſoever, in his Sermon 


or Lecture, do preſume to deliver any otber Do- 


Grine concerning the Bleſſed Trinity, than what is 
contained in the Holy Scriptures, and is agreeable 


to the Three Creeds, and the Thirty- nine Articles 


of Religion. 


II. That in the Explication of this Doctrine 
they carefully avoid all new Terms, and confine 
themſelves to ſuch ways of 1 on as have been 


commonly uſed in the Church. 

III. That Care he taken in this Matter, eſpe- 
cially to obſerve the Fifty-third Canon "of this 
Church, which forbids bil Oppoſation between 


Preachers ; becauſe (as that Canon expreſſes it ) 
there groweth thereby much Offence and Dif- 
quietneſs unto the People And that above all 
things, they abſtain from bitter Invectives and 


| Scurrilous Language againſt all Perſons whatſo- 


eos. 
V. That none of the Clergy in their Sermons 


or LeQures, preſume to intermeddle in any Af 


fairs of State or Government, or the Conſtitution 


of the Realm, ſave only on ſuch ſpecial Feaſts 
and Fajls as "are or ſhall be appointed by Pub- 


lick Authority; and then, no further than the 
Occaſion of ſuch Days ſhall ſtrictiy require. Pro- 
vided always, That nothing in this Diiection 
ſhall be underſtood to diſcharge any Perſon from 
Preaching in Defence of Our Regal Supremacy 
Eſtabliſhed by Law, as often, and in ſuch man- 


ner, as the firſt Canon of this Coach doth re- 


quire, 


V. That the foregoing Directions be alſo obſer- 
ved by thoſe who Write any * concerning the 
ſaid Subeds, 


VI. Whereas 
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VI. Whereas alſo we are credibly inform'd, 


| That it is the manner of ſome in every Dioceſe, 


before their Sermon, eitber to uſe a Collect and 
the Lord's- Prayer, or the Lord's- Prayer only, 
(which the Fifty-fifth Canon preſcribes as the 
Concluſzon of the Prayer, and not the whole 
Prayer ) or at leaſt to leave out our Titles, by 
the ſaid Canon requir'd to be Dechar'd and Re- 
cogniz'd + We do further direct, That you re- 
quire your Clergy, in their Prayer before Ser- 
mon, That they do keep ſtriflly to the Form in 
the ſaid Canon contain d, or to the full Effect 
reed, „„ £ 
VII. And whereas we alſo underſtand, That 
divers Perſons who are not of the Clergy, bave 
of late preſum'd, not only to talk and to diſpute 
againſt the Chriſtian Faith, concerning the Do- 
Grine of the Bleſſed Trinity, but alſo to Write 


and Publiſh Books and Pamphlets againſt the 
| fame, and induſtriouſly ſpread them through the 


Kingdom, contrary to the known Laws in that 
behalf made and enacted; and particularly to one 
AG of Parliament made in the Ninth Tear of 
King William the Third, Intituled, An Act for 
the more Effectual Suppreſſing of Blaſphe- 
my and Profaneneſs : We taking all the Mat- 
ters above-mention's into Our Royal and Serious 
Confideration, and being deſirous to do what in 


us lies, to put a Stop to theſe Diſorders, do 
ſtrictiy Charge and Command you, together with | 


all other Means ſuitable to your Holy Profeſſion, 
to make uſe of your Authority according to Law, 


for the Repreſſing and Reſtraining of all ſuch Exor- 
bitant Practices. And for your Aſſiſtance, We 


will give Charge to our Tudges, and all other our 


Civil Officers, to do their Duty herein, in Exe- 


cuting 


0 
cuting the ſaid AG, and all other Laws, againſt all 
ſuch Perſons as{hall, by theſe means, give Occaſion 
of eie Diſcord, and Diſturbance in our Church 

and Kingdom. | 


\ 


Given at our Court of St. James's, the 
Eleventh Day of December, 1714. In the 
Firſt Year of Our Reign, 


By His Majeſty's Command. 
5 Townſhend. 


The Behaviour of ſome of the High. Flying 
Clergy, ſince His Majeſty's Royal Injunctions 
were Publiſh'd, and eſpecially on the Thankſ- 
giving - Day, ſhews the Wiſdom and Care of 
the Government in providing againſt the 
ſpreading the Miſchief. The Condemn'd Doctor 
diſtinguiſh'd himſelf on that Day, by turning 
the laſt and moſt warm Part of his Sermon 
againſt the Day it ſelf, which ſays, his DoQtor- 
| ſhip ought to be remembred with Horror; and 
why, becauſe it happen'd that the High Com- 
- miſſion Court, order'd King Charles the Firſt 
to be brought before them on that Day the 
20th of January, Sixty-ſix Years ago. This 
Pious and Learn'd Preacher did not imagine 
the Miniſtry had a thought of King Charles, 
or the High Commiſſion, when that Day was 
pitcht upon: But it ſerv'd him for a pretence 
to utter the moſt furious frothy Declamations 
againſt the Miniſters, nor was the Sacred Per- 
ſon of the King ſo well fenc'd by his Royal 
Character, as not to ſhare in the Filth which 
he ſcatter'd up and down in his Invective. 


This 
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This new Occaſion of Offence given by the 
prond Prieſt of St. Andrew's, warrants my 
ſpeaking of him once more; and the N 
that the worthleſs Part of the Inferior (fer- 
gy take a Pride in imitating his Example. To 
whom could his Auditory apply the Alarms 
he gave them, in the Dangers threatned us 
from Foreigners! French he could not mean, 
for they are in the Intereſts of his Hereditary 
Right. They muſt therefore be our good 
Friends and Confederates the Germans and 
Dutch. Why ſuch a flaming Harangue to ſpi- 
rit his Auditory, to ſtand up in Defence of 
the Church, vnlels it was to intimate that the 
Government was about to deſtroy it ? The 
Scoundrel, whom from his Footman he ꝓas 
impos'd on that Pariſh for bis Clerk, know- 
ing very well what would tickle his "Maſter, | 
and his Confidents, affects every Sunday to 
name ſome part or other of the Pſalms, which 
diſloyal Minds may conſtrue to ſeditious 
Meanings; and on the Thankſgrving- Day, _ 
Factions Fellow took the following Verſes, to 
clevate the Devotion of the Congregation = 
of the LXVIIIh Pſalm, 


"The ſame 1s He that is above 
Vithin his Holy Place, 

That Father is of Father leſs, 
And judge of Widow's Caſe. 

Houſes He gives, and Iſſue both, 
Unto the Comfortleſs, 

He bringeth Bondmen out of Thrall, 
And Rebels to 8 


Here 


Here the Application is little leſs than 
Treaſon. Every one knows, that the Father- 
leſs. and Widow is the ſtaunch Tory Toaſt, and 
that Queen abdicate, and her pretended Son 
are the Widow and the Fatherleſs, The Bond- 
men out of Thrall, are the Faction now ruin'd 
by the ill Conduct and Diſgrace of their Lead- 
ers. And Rebels to Diſtreſs, are the Loyal Whigs, 


who ever ſince the Revolution have been faith- 


ful to the Crown upon Revolutional- Principles, 
which never juſtify Reſſtance, but when it is 
as that againſt King James was, the receſſary 
Means to prevent our being Sacrific'd to Po- 
_ pery and Slavery, When ſuch vile Wretches 
| ſhall preſume to torn Religion into Rebellion, 


and even the Holy Scriptures into Sedition, as 


the Condemn'd Doctor's Clerk in his Livery, and 
other ſuch Factious ignorant Blockheads have 
done: They too may pretend to an Indepen- 
dency from the State, and that to Reftrain them 
by Royal Orders is a Grievance, and truly they 


have as much Right to Independency as their 


Maſters; nay, ſome of them have aſſum'd a 
Superiority over thoſe that feed them. So in- 
fectious is the ſpiritual Pride of ſuch Parſons: 
28 8 I, &c. Upon which l remember to 
have heard a pleaſant Story of the Clerk of 
Bletchingly in Surry, who was alſo a Butcher; 
This Fellow drinking with fome of bis Neigh- 
bours a little before an Election, when Sir 
Robert Clayton ſtood for that Borongb, or re- 
commended ſome one to ſtand, a diſcourſe a- 
roſe about the Merit of Sir Robert, either to 


_ Rand himſelf or recommend another. The 


Majority of that wiſe Aſſembly did however 
agree, that Sir Robert being worth 100000 : 
| an 


* N 
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AF | 
and their Landlord beſides, was a very pro- 
per Perſon to repreſent them, or to name one 
in his ſtead. + Some ſaying he was a noble- 
1 hearted generous Gentleman, and a good Pro- 
_ teſtant. At which the Clerk-Burcher ſhook his 
i | Head and cry'd, This is according to the under - 
| - ſtandings of you Laymen ; but I muſt tell you be ll 
4 | is not for the Church; and be, and none of his 1 
. ſhall have any Vote of mine, To this caſe, would 
1 the corrupt diſaffected part of the Clergy bring 
5 : us, not only to be rid by them, but even by 
1 their Houſhold Drudges with Clerks Coats on 
1 their Backs on Sundays, and their Livery on 
other Days; yet to ſay a Word of their Pride 
and Inſolence, is to attack the Church thro? 
their ſides, as I have abundantly ſhewn already 
from their own Suggeſtions. Indeed, if their 
Inſolence and Pride were only troubleſome to 4 
us, 1 would not have been at the pains to con- 
cern my ſelf about em. I could avoid them, and 
{are that trouble, but it is alſo dangerous. 
It gives them an appearance of Authority 
among the Volgar, which is often miſtaken for 
the thing it ſelf, and that has no little Effect 
in promoting their Doctrines. The Vulgar 
can hardly think, that what is ſaid with ſo 
much Aſſurance and Haughtineſs is either not 
true or fallacious, or that ſuch conſiderable _ 
Perſons who can command their Obedience would 
go about to deceive them; thus do they im- 
plicitly imbibe their Notions, and very often 
give up the little Reaſon they have to thoſe 
that have themſelves leſs. By this means is 
the Senſe of the Nation frequently ſhewn by 
ö the Senſe of the Clergy, and the Freeholders 
"4 ao England Vote to a Majority for thoſe ot 
8 5 | | | | The 
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the Gentry that permit the Prieſts to be Sub- 


Governours in their Pariſhes, that they may 


rule all Arbitrarily over them. Of what fa- 
tal conſequence this may be, if the diſaffected 
are ſuffer'd to continue their ſeditious Decla- 


mations, let any honeſt Engliſhman judge, and 
he will ſoon be reconcil'd to any legal Me- 


thods taken to prevent it. 


[ bave obſerv'd in the foregoing Pages, how 


theſe diſaffected Prieſts have diſſembled. with 
God and their Congregations, by praying in 


many places for the King only, when the Laws, 


their own Oaths, and the good Intentions of 
the People oblig'd them to pray for King Wil-. 
liam, and afterwards for King George, to di- 
_ Ningviſh them from the two Pretenders to the 
Crown, Father, and ſuppoſitious Son. They 


were going on ſwimmingly with this religi- 


ous double entendre, when the King's Injuncti- 
ons were Publiſn'd ; and thus would they have 
turn'd their Prayers into a Fallacy, and their 


Devotion into Sin, but this did not ſatisfy the 


Facobite Tories. : 1 
They got a new Schiſmatical and Seditious 


Liturgy form'd for them at Lambeth, before 
Arch-Biſhop Sancroft left his See, after he had 


turn'd out King Fames's Governour of the Tow- | 


er, and taken on him to put in another, be- 


_ cauſe he could not take the Oath contrary to 
Paſſive Obedience, I find this matter thus re- 


preſented in a Treatiſe publiſh'd in the Year 
1640, ĩᷣ | „ 

The next Engine of the Plot, ſays he, Is 
the happy Reſult of a kind of Oecumenick 


* Council of the whole Party; the Zitugy of 


* the Church of England muſt be laid aſide, and = 


1 
© a new one muſt be calculated for the Meri- 
* dian of King James's tottering Fortune. And 
© the greateſt wonder of all is, that the Coun- 
* cil who Publiſh'd this new Liturgy, did not 
* uſher it in with, it ſeems good to the Holy 
© Ghoſt, and to us. „„ 
Iln this new Liturgy they inſinuate to the 
* World, that in Effect all that are for their 
* Majeſty's Intereſt were without King, without 
© Prieſt, aud without God in the World, A dread- 
© ful Doom before a terrible Tribunal! None 
* are indeed at this Rate within the compaſs of 
* the Church, but this Holy Facobite Club, and 
their Followers. But let us hear the very 


Words of this part of the Liturgy, Reſtore us 


again, ſay they, the publick Worſhip of thy Name, 
* the Reverend Adminiſtrations of thy Sacraments, 
* raiſe up,the former Government both in Church 
and State, that we may be no longer without 
Ling, without Prieſt, and without God in the 

8 „ 
Here is Higb- Church Loyalty to King Wil. 
liam and Queen Mary, to ſatisfy the ſcrupu- 
lous Conſciences of ſuch Prieſts as Stacey, Cook, 
Kc. whole Scruples in all other things were 
no manner of Burthen or Confinement to 
them. Moſt of theſe Prieſts had been very 
zealons in ang againſt King James, and had 
committed ſeveral Acts of Treaſon and Kebelli- 
on before the Abdication, even the Renegade 
Leſley ran from King James in Ireland, where 
he had fulminated againſt him, and Popery, and 
came to London to ſollicite King William for 
ſome Church Preferment; but failing in his 
high Aims, his Conſcience turn'd ſqueamiſn, 
and he wou'd neither pray for, nor ſwear to oo 
| e then 


. 

then King and Queen. I have mention'd how 
Dr. Sancroft behav'd himſelf on that Occaſion, 
that he was Guilty of ſeveral Acts before the 
 Abdication, for which by the Laws of Hereditary 
Dnalienable Right, he would have loſt his Head. 
One among the reſt is very extraordinary, tho? 
he would not acknowledge the Prince of O- 
range to be King, nor ſer the Crown upon his 
Head; yet he acknowledg'd him the Supreme 
Head of the Church, and conſequently in Poſ- 
ſeſſion of a Right to exact Obedience in Spi- 
ritvals from him, and his High-Church, as well 
as from all Engliſh Proteſtants; for though he 


would not himſelf conſecrate Dr. Burnet Biſhop 


of Salisbury, by Virtue of King William's Conge 
d' Eſtire, yet he granted a Commiſſion to other 
Biſhops for them to conſecrate him, which 
ſurely was as Criminal, as if he had done it 
himſelf. In caſe King William had no Right to 
make Dr. Burnet a Biſhop, then Dr. Sancroft's 


| delegated Power was as much an Act of Rebel- 


lion to King Fames after his Abdication, as his 
ſeizing the Tower, and making the Lord Zucas 
Governour of it, as before. Thus we ſee, 


that theſe pretended Loyaliſts have from the 


very beginning of the Faction, been the moſt 
_ errant Hypocrites in Spirituals and Temporals, 
That ſome of them were diſaffected for the 
loſs of Places, others for the miſs of them, all of 
them envious at the charitable Diſpoſition of 
the People of England towards our Proteſtant 
Brethren, and jealous of the Security and En- 
largment of Liberty, Religious and Civil, which 
they knew full well would, if ſuffer'd to grow 
upon us, extinguiſh the Spirit of Perſecution, 
and prevent the Eſtabliſhment of any kind of 
e 1 Tyranny, 
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Tyranny, whether in Church or State, the 
only thing they want to ſatisfy their Ava- 
rice and Luft of Power, I'll venture to 
aſſert, that there is not one Jacobite, one 
Staunchman in England in twenty, but is ated 
by thoſe baſe and uncharitable Views, and did 
what they did towards King William, and do 
what they do towards King George, not out of 
the leaſt Zeal, ſcruple of Conſcience, or Dictate 
of Religion, but purely ont of Reſentment at 
their own being out of Favour, or at others 
being in; yet let us fee further what pious 
Pretences they made uſe of, how they abus'd 
our Church in their corrupting our Liturgy, 
and by adding their Treaſon to our Worſhip, 
But the loudeſt Blaſt of their Trumpet we 
© meet with, continues the above-mention'd Au- 
© thor, is when they come to pray for the late 
King. *Tis here the Holy Club have exerted 
© all their Rhetorick and Zeal in the following. 
* Words; Send forth, ſay they, thy Light and 
thy Trutb, and let them preſerve us, protect and 
defend thy Servant our Sovereign Lord the King, 


O prepare thy loving Mercy and Faithfulneſs, that 


they may preſerve him, ſtrengthen his Hands, and 
the Hands of all that are put in Authority under 
him with Judgment and Juſtice to cut off all ſuch 
Workers of Iniquity, as turn Religion into Rebellion, 
and Faith into Faction. Vp 
his pretty gingle of Words they ſtole from 
ſome High Church Addreſſes of Abhorrence, 
when the Diſſenters were every where flung into 
Jayls, their Houſes, Shops, and Barns plunder'd, 
their Cattle driven to Market byTory Informers, 
and the Faction was in the Zenith of their pro- 


02 - | 
ſperity, to the great Terrour of all Proteſtants 
both at Home and Abroad. They proceed, 
May they never prevail againſt us, or triumph 
in the Ruin of thy Church among us. To this end 
defend the King. 9d bh 
What can be more pleaſant than to pray ts 
God to defend their Popiſh King James, for 
the Preſervation of their pretended Proteſtant 
Charch, and Blaſphemouſly make ir to conſiſt 
only of a parcel of lewd Rake-hells, profeſt 
Traytors to their Country, and uncharitable 
Bigots; the latter, the leaſt of them. They 
pray on. > 0 ** 
Eind up bis Soul in the Bundle of Life, and let 
no Weapon formed againſt him proſper ; be unto 
him a Helmet of Salvation, and a ſtrong Tower 
of Defence againſt the Face of his Enemies, Let 
his Reign be proſperous, and his Days many; make 
him glad according to the Days wherein thou baſt 
afflicted him, and for the Tears wherein thou haſt 
made bim ſuffer Adverſity. Give him the Necks 
of his Enemies, and alſo every Day more and more 
tbe Hearts of his Subjects. As for thoſe that are 
implac able cloath them with Shame, but upon bim- 
ſelf and his Poſterity (their pretended Prince of 
Wales) let the Crown Fleuriſh, I 
I have been at the pains, ſays my Author, 
© to copy out thus much of the Prayer, that 
_ * we may thereby ſee in what a praying Frame 
the Gentlemen were when they compos'd it. 
And the Truth is, I do not remember we 
ever {aw them ſo tranſported with an exta- 
© tick fit of Zeal in all their Prayers for King 
James when he was upon the Throne. The 
© General Council having thus compos'd the 
new Liturgy, there were above 10000 , 
333 "Fm 
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* and difpers'd up and down among the Party, 
© and to this very Day they uſe them in their 
| © Cabals. For alas! The old Liturgy comes not 
* up to the Heat of this new yOne : And how 
© many old Women are became very Devout 
© ppon it? | Re 5 
Theſe Prayers I do not doubt are entirely 
Orthodox with all our more Modern Jacobites, 
and Stauch Tories, and though they dare not 
uſe them publickly in Churches, yet by their 
avoiding to mention King William formerly, and 
now King George by Name, they ſeem to revenge 
King James for the Prohibition they lay under 
not to name him, or his pretended Son. 
It will never be well with England, till not 
only the Clergy, but the Univerſities- are re- 
ſtraia'd from ſpreading Sedition, and the Peo- 
ple of England are ſome how or other taught 
to diſtinguiſh the Paſſions and Intereſts of 
Prieſts from Religion and Zeal for the Church; 
cannot preſent you with better Leſſons on 
this Head than thoſe of the Old Marqueſs of 
Hallifax, in his Character of a Trimmer, or 
what we now call a Moderate Man, a Character 
as much inveigh'd againſt by the Prieſthood of 
Sacheverel's Stamp, as that of Low- Church or Whig, 
We ſhall ſee by what that noble Lord ſays, 
That the Stanch Clergy were in a great meaſure 
the ſame Men then as Hicks, Higgins, and their 
_ Brethren are now; and his -Lordſhip being 
himſelf a Tory, his Word will ſurely be taken. 
Our Trimmer, ſays be, would have the Cler- 

*oy ſupported in their lawful Rights, and in 
all the Power and Dignity that belongeth to 
c them, and yer he thinketh poſſibly there may 
be in ſome of them a too great Eagerneſs to 

„ 


G1) 
* extend the Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdi&tion; which' 
though it may be well intended ; yet the 
training of it too high hath an appearance 
- of Ambition, that cauſeth many Objections 
*to it, and it is ſo very unlike the Apoſtolick 
* Zeal. which was quite otherwiſe employ'd, 
that the World draweth Inferences from it 

* which do the Church no Service. 
If any one will give themſelves the trouble 
to read Biſhop 4—- TraQs againſt the E- 


piſcopal Power in Favour of che Inferior Prieſt- 


hood, or Bretts's late Works, he will find how 
the Stanch Clergy would extend the Eccleſiaſti- 
cal Juri dict ion. and their exclaiming againft his 
Majeſty's pious aud neceſſary Injunctions, ſhew 
| they would ſtretch it beyond the Royal Su- 
premacy, uſurp an Independency, and ſet up 
Imperium in Imperio, a Church Power, above 
that of State, The temper of ſuch Prieſts, and 
mar Party will be further ſeen by what fol- 
o Ws. 
Ouri Trimmer continues is, his Lordſhip is 
* troubled to ſee Men of all fides ſick of a cal- 
* enture of a miſtaken Devotion; and it ſeem- 
*eth to him, that the devout Fire of mutual 
5 Cbarity with which the Primitive Chriſtians 
* were inflam'd, is long ſince extinguiſh'd ; and 
{ inſtead of it, 2 devouring Fire of Anger and 
© Perſecution breaketh out iy the World. 
This Fire never blaz d out more than when 
the Meteor Sacheverel firſt appear'd at St. Paul's, 
and damn'd ſo many Thouſand Proteſtants, the 
whole Body of the Britiſh Diſſenters all at once; 
this Spirit is to be met with every where in 
the Writings of Leſley; Hicks, the Sermons of 
Milbouru, Welton, ; Trap, Sutton, the * 5 
Swift. 
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Swift, Oldiſworth, and the reſt of them all of the 
Stanch Order, whoſe degenerating from the 
antient Chriſtian, and charitable Spirit ſhould 
deprive them of the Privileges of our Primi- 
tive Chriſtian Church, and deliver them over 
to the ſecular Arm; if Admonition will not 
reform them. His Lordſhip proceeds, 

They wrangle now one with another about 
Religion 'till the Cloud cometh, while the 
Ten Commandments have no more Authori- 
*ty with us, than if they were ſo many obſo- 
© lete Laws or Proclamations out of Date. Our 
Trimmer thinks, that a Nation will. hardly 
© be mended by Principles of Religion, where 
* Morality is made a Hereſy; and therefore, as 
*he believeth Devotion miſplacd, where it 
_ © getteth into a Conventicle, he concludeth, 5 
* that Loyalty is ſo when lodg'd in a drunken 
* Club, and they are degraded when ſuch Men 
© undertake their Defence, as have ſo great 
© need for an Apology themſelres. 
if there is one of the Hab fying diſaffected 
Prieſts, who is not notoriouſly deficient in 
Morals as well as in Principles, I will give up 
this Cauſe, If he does not want Virtue as 
well as Charity, and Religion as well as Loy- 
alty, whatever are his Pretences. Look in- 
to the Lives of thoſe Prieſts, that are loudeſt 
on the zoth of January, and 29th of May, 
you will either find them looſe and corrupt, 
or Vexatious and troubleſome. As for the 
Faction themſelves from the Country Club of 
Olkober Men, to the City Club of Numſculs, 
what is it composꝰd of but Ranters, Rioters, Swear - 
ers, Drinkers, Whorers. When they cry out the 
Hocker, the Doctor, is not the next I 
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6— 4 — the Presbyterians. Do they not 
toſs about their treaſonable Toaſts, 'till their 


Stupidity is enflam'd to Frenzy? Are not the 


Southwark Gunner, his Aſſociate Silk, and their 
Fellows, Inſtances of the Purity and Sincerity 


of thoſe Mens Intentions, who have nothing 
but Church in their Months, and have ſo often 


got Drunk with toaſting it under various De- 
nominations; and how do the Morals of our 
Modern Stanch Tories, agree exactly with thoſe 
of their Predeceſſors in King Charles and King 
James's Reigns, when Loyalty and Vice were 
in the moſt flouriſhing Condition, as we are 
told by the Lord Marqueſs of Hallifax, than 


whom no Man could tell us better, His Lord- 


e 7 
Our Trimmer wiſheth that ſome Knowledge, 
may go along with Zeal, and that thoſe who 
*are in Poſſeſſion of the Pulpit, would quote 
© at leaſt ſo often the Authority of the Scrip- 


© tures, as they do that of the Crown. There 


*are many who borrow too often Arguments 


from the Government, to uſe againſt their 
* Adverſaries, and neglect thoſe that are more 
* proper, and would be moſt Powerful, a 


Divine grows leſs, and putteth a Diminution 
on his own Character, when he quoteth any 
Law, but that of God Almighty to get the 


better of thoſe who conteſt with him. 

In the late bad times this Cant was coming 
vp again, the Authority of the Crown, the 
Power of the Sovereign, which when it makes 
for them, they would have to be as unlimited 


as they aſſert their Obedience ſhould be. Bur 
\ when it is not at their Beck, they can, to uſe 


their own gingling Phraſe againſt them, eaſily 
| JJV 
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turn Religion into Rebellion, and Faith into Fati- | 


on, as now the Bellweathers of the Party are 
going about to do. His Lordſhip proceeds, 

And as it is a Sign of a decay'd Conſtitu- 
tion, when Nature with good Diet cannot 
*expel noxious Humours without calling Fo- 
*reign Drugs to her Aſſiſtance; ſo it looketh 
(like want of Health in a Church, when in- 


* ſtead of depending upon that Truth which 


it holdeth, and the good Examples of them 
_ © that. teach it to ſupport it ſelf, and to ſup- 


* preſs Errors ; it ſhould have a perpetual Re- 
* courſe to the ſecular Authority, and eren 


upon the ſlighteſt Occaſions. 
The good Diſpoſition of our Modern Tory 
Prieſthood, may be ſeen by their crowding 


the Commons lately with Informations, and the 


Schiſm Bill was one of their notable Inventions 
to find work for the Doctors, at the Expence 
of honeſt and ſober People. When they did 
Not care to enter into Diſpute with one of 
their own Profeſſion, immediately a Court 


was ſet up to try him in Form, and a Fine and 


| Jayl were thought a quicker way to confute 
him than Arguments. For my part I am not 
_ tainted with that Clergyman's Errors, and wiſh 


the Man had as much Diſcretion as he has Vir- 


tue, and as much Judgment as he has Learn- 
ing; but I could not help concluding, that the 
Tryal of Mr. Whiſton, with ſo much Pomp, 


was to prepare the way for proceeding ſecu- 


larly with all thoſe that ſhould dare to oppoſe 
them, or their Tenets, Sachevere] was defy'd 
by Mr. Whiſton, in a ſerious Letter to argue 
with him about his Tenets; but the former, 
inſtead of accepting his Challenge, and giving 


bim 


©. Boe 
him a Meeting, took a ſure way that they 
might never meet, interdidting, him the Pews 
of his Church, in hopes that Mr. Whifton would 
never come there again, if he was made to 
ſtand in the Iles. But it being his Pariſh- 
Church, he choſe rather to ſtand there, than 
to quit the Publick Worſhip in that place, 
where he thought his Duty call'd him. And that 
pious Divine, the Rector of St. Andrew's, had 
the grace to loll in his own lordly Seat, while 
poor Mr, Whiſton was joſtled about by the 
Crowd, which Curioſity draws together to 
' ſtare at the Doctor. 

I confeſs I never could think of S- -, but 
with the utmoſt Indignation, not out of any 
perſonal pique to him, but out of Love to 
my Country, expos'd every Day to be diſturb'd 
by the madneſs of that furious Prieſt, who 
continues to keep the Rabble about him, as if 
they were an Army liſted in his Quarrel, and 
ready to appear on the firſt Occafion. I have 
mention'd ſome of his ſeditious Inſinuations in 
the foregoing Pages: And ſince they were 
Printed, I have ſeen a further Account of his 
Sermon made Publick, in one of the Papers 
of the Week, which I choſe rather to tran- 
ſcribe, than put into any other Order, that [ 
may not be charg'd with varying from it, and 
adding any thing of my own. 5 

Ve hear of a Seditious Sermon preach'd on 
© this Occaſion by a noted Incendiary, who 
© ſeems to be employ'd to raiſe the ſame Spirit 
© of Diſcord and Rebellion, which occaſion'd 
© ſuch Confuſion and Diſtraction in the late 
Reign. Thoſe who heard it, ſay, that the 
Preacher, Inſtead of exciting the _— 3 
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5 ( 62) 
thank God for His Majeſty's happy Acceſſion 
to the Crown, directly reflected upon His Ma- 
jeſty's Adminiſtration, and obliquely on His 
Royal Perſon : Nor was he wanting to 
charge the Court, the City, and Army with 
Debauchery, in ſuch a manner as beſpoke 


him to be poſſeſs'd with a Spirit of Calumny 
and Slander, and not with a true Goſpel Spi- 


rit, to reprove, in order to reform, had he 
been certain of the Matter of Fact, 

* Hecharg'd it upon the Miniſtry jas a hor- 
rid Crime, that they had advis'd to appoint 


the Thankſgiving on that Day, when King 


Charles I. was brought to his Trial, than 
which there can be no greater Proof of the 
Incendiaries Madneſs and Folly; for it can 
never be ſuppos'd that his Majeſty and his 


Miniſters would appoint a Thankſgiving on 


that Day, with any View to jultify that as a 
Legal Trial, which iſſued in the Ruin of the 
Monarchy : For if they had, the 3oth of Ja- 
nuary, which is ſo near, had been much more 
proper, but the Malice of the FaQtion, makes 
them capable of ſtraining every thing to a 
wrong Senſe, in order to inflame the Minds 
of his Subjects, to alienate their Affections 
from the King and his Government, and to 


promote the Intereſt of the Pretender, as it is 


juſtly expreſs'd in the late Proclamation for 
diſcovering the Author, Printer, and Pub- 
liſners of a malicious and traiterous Libel, 
entitul'd, Engliſh Advice to the Freeholders of 
England, No Body can doubt that this 
Preacher had the ſame Deſign, ſince he made 
uſe of many of the ſame Expreſlions contain'd 
in that treaſonable Libel. He likewiſe rail'd 
e poor VV 
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© afainſt His Majeſty's late Gloriovs Direction 
© to the Clergy, and traiterovſly inſinuated that 
© thoſe who advis'd him to that, might one 


Day counſel him to act both againſt Law and 


* Goſpel. No 
This Firebrand pretended alſo to be ſo 
much in the Secrets of Providence, as to 
inſinvate, that the preſent Diſtemper among 


a „ e 6 


Inſtances of God's Diſpleaſure with late Pro- 
Sir 9 


What Nonſenſe as well as Inſolence is there 


in his pretending, That thoſe who advis'd his 
| Majeſty to put forth his Royal Injunctions, might 
one Day counſel him to at} both againſs Law 
and Goſpel. Is it a neceſſary conſequence, that 
becauſe his Majeſty has given Orders by Vir- 
tue of his Supremacy, for Miniſters to preach 
according to Law and Goſpel, that therefore 
he will act againſt it? Did not King Charles 
and King James of bleſſed Memories, publiſh 
Injunctions that bave more of the Supre- 
macy in it, with reſpe&t to the Morals as 


well as Doctrines of the Clergy than his 
_ Majeſty's ? And ſhall not the preſent Clergy 


be as much Subject to the Crown as the laſt ? 
The Truth is, the Condemn'd Doctor has ſhewn 
by all his Practices, that if he can Effect it, he 
will make the State truckle to his Humours, and 


the whole Conſtitution bend to his Pride, Row 


much are we oblig'd to the late Managers, for 
placing ſuch a Prieſt in the Pulpit of the grea- 


teſt Pariſh in England, in the Heart of the 


greateſt City in Chriſtendom ; whence there is 


no hopes of his Removal, but by his Death, 


or his Guilt ? Some people may blame me for 


taking 


the Cattle, and the late dreadful Fire, were 
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( 64 ) 
taking ſo much Notice of a Parſon, whom the 
Staff or his Hiſtorian owns to be worthleſs, and 
that he was really only the Tool of the Fatti- 
on, ſo is a Kag on a Broomſtick, which how- 


ever may draw Thouſands together to do Mif-- 
chief; and whatever Man has been accuſtom'd 
to gather Rabble about him at pleaſure, that 
Mean cannot but be dangerous, and ai to 
| have a careful Eye kept over him. 
How obedient the Higb- Church Clergy are 
| like to be to the King's Injunctions, one may 
foreſee by their railing at them at Child's, and 
all the Ceffee-#Honſes which they frequent, and 
that ingenuons Turn given by Dr. A1 
to his Prayers, to ſhew at orice his Duty and 
his Diſguſt, inſtead of let us pray for King 
George, his Phraſe is, we muſt pray for ; that 
is, we are not left to our Liberties to pray 
for or againſt him, or not pray at all, but 
we have a Command to pray, we muſt do It, 
or I ſhould not give you this trouble, nor 
put you in mind of doing what you are bound 
to do by your Oaths of Allegiance, Abjuration, 
&c. by Law and Conſcience. Here's Hypacriſy 
with a witneſs! Let the High-Church Men ne- 
ver call the Fanaticks Hypocrites again, till 
they can purge themſelves of this difloyal aud 
ſinful Prevarication with God and Man. 
After all that has been ſaid of theſe bad 
Prieſts, we ſhould be wanting to the Holy 
Order, if we did not do Juſtice to the good 
ones, who, thanks be to God, are a great, tho' 
not the major part of the whole Body. There's 
no Church in the World better ſapply'd with 
a Learned, Pious, and able {Miniſtry ; their 
_ Light ſhines in all the Parts of the Kingdom, 
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but more eſpecially in this City. And they 


have ever ſince we were threatned by Popery 
and Slavery, bravely born their Teſtimony for 


the Proteſtant Religion and Liberties : On 
which Occaſion let me inform the Reader, that 


every Pulpit was not fill'd on the Thankſgiving 
Day, as was the Condemn d Doctor's, ſeveral of 
whoſe Auditory profeſt Friends of his till then, 


told me, they could not hear him without trem- 


bling; for in the Church of St. Mary Alder mary, 


the Reverend Dr. Kennet, Rector thereof, and 


Dean of Peterborougb, after a ſeaſonable Sermon, 
concluded with pious Wiſhes and Prayers for the 


Proſperity of the King, and his Government, 
and 1 for a happy Meeting with his 


Parliament, for the freedom of Elections in 
order to it; and then from the Pulpit he read 


His Majeſty's Proclamation for that good in- 


tent to leave the better Impreſſions of it on the 
Minds of his Congregation ; and the Right 


Reverend Father in God the Biſhop of Glou- 
keſter, made an incomparable Sermon before 
His Majeſty at St. Paul's, on thoſe Words 
of the Prophet Jſaiab, Wiſdom and Know- 


ledge ſhall be the Stability of thy Times; which 
- promiſe will, we hope, incline the Hearts 
of all His Majeſty's Subjects, Clergy, and Layi- 
ty, to Obedience and Affection to his Govern- 
ment. If the ſtubborn and ambitious Prieſthood 


would conſider ſeriouſly the Bleſſings they will 
enjoy under fo good a Proteſtant King, They 


would tremble at all Attempts that might con- 
tribute to deprive them of any part of them 


and do out of Choice what they are oblig'd td 


do out of Duty. How fooliſh, how mad is it 


for them to carry on an extravagant Oppoſi- 
8 ” „ 
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tion to that Government, without which, their 
Religion, their Intereſts cannot be ſupported ; 
and that for the ſake of two or three diſcarded 
Criminels, for whom they have been declaiming 
theſe three or four Years, and now are aſham'd 
of their Errors, but have not honeſty enovgh 
to own it. They know the Church cannot be 
ſafer than *tis now, as long as there is a Popyſh 
Pretender to the Crown in the World ; and 
why will they continue to proclaim her to be 
in Danger, purely to juſtify their having done 
it before on no better Foundation. Theſe 
things are not Trifles, and whatever they may 
think of it, the Nation will not always bear 
to have their Peace broken, for the Whimſies 
of a proud diſaffected Prieſthoad. One may ven- 
ture without the Gift of Prophecy to foretell 
them; That the Acts of Parliament on which 
the preſent Government are Eſtabliſh'd, have 
taken too deep Root to be pluckt up by Fadi- 
on, that the People will be at laſt weary of quar- 
relling about nothing; and that thoſe who ſet 
them together by the Ears doing it againſt Law 
and Conſcience, will ſurely in the End have 

the worſt of it. or gn 
Since the foregoing Pages were wrovght off, 
the Biſhop of Salisbury has publiſh'd the Third 
Volume of his Excellent Hiſtery of the Reforma- 
tion. In the Preface to which are ſeveral Paſ- 
ſages, that have Relation to ſome parts of the 
preceding Diſcourſe, 1 doubt not but the Rea- 
der will be very glad to ſee them entire; His 
Lord ſhip's Authority confirming every thing 
that has been ſaid already, on the Heads he 
trcats or in the following Paragraphs, 5 


po 
1 


3 
« ] cannot ( ſays his Lordſhip) diſmiſs this 
« + Work out of wy Hands without ſome Re- 
4 fleftions on what has appear'd among us of 
“ late but too evidently in a Courſe of ſome 
Fears, many who profeſs great Zeal for the 
legal Eſtabliſhmenr, yet ſeem to be ſet on 
© forming a new Scheme both of Religion and 
„Government, and are taking the very ſame 
«© Methods, only a little diverkificd, that have 
*© been purſu'd in Popery, to bring the World 
« into a blind Dependance upon the Clergy, 
« and to draw the Wealth and Strength of the 
% Natian into their Hands, 
The Opinion of the Sacraments being an 
ce expiatory Sacrifice, and of the Neceſſity of 
4 ſecret Confeſſion and Abſolution, and of the 
« Church's Authority acting in an Independ- 
& ence on the Civil Powers, were the Foun- 
tc dations of Popery, and the ſeminal Princi- ? 
e ples out of which that Maſs of Corruptions 
„ was form'd; they have no Colour for them 
in the New Teſtament, nor in the firſt Ages 
of Chriſtianity, and are direcly contrary to 
all the Principles on which the Reformation 
was carried on, and to every Step that was 
made in the whole Progreſs of that Work, 
and yet theſe of late have been Notions 
© much favour'd, and written for with much 
* Zeal, not to lay. Indecency , beſides a vaſt - 
« Number of little ſuperſtitious Practices that 
jn ſome places have grown to a great heighth, 
« fo that we were inſenſibly going off from the 
Reformation, and framing a new Model of 
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ME 
a Church, totally different from all our for- 
mer Principles, as well as from onr preſent 
Eſtabliſhment, to all which they have added 
that ſingular and extravagant Conceit of the 


© Invalidity of Lay-Baptiſm, unleſs miniſtred 
by one Epiſcopally ordain'd, tho? this not 


only cuts off all Communion with the foreign 
Proteſtant Churches, of which perhaps they 


© make no great Account, but makes Doubt- 


ings to ariſe with relation to great Numbers 


both among our ſelves and in the Roman 
Communion. er 


« This 1 lament, not that I think there is 


© ſuch a Sacredneſs in any Human Conſtitution 


that it is never to be call'd in queſtion or al- 


1 


ter'd; for if we had the ſame Reaſons to al- 
ter any thing eſtabliſh'd at the Reformation 
that our Fathers had to alter the former 
Eſtabliſhment in the Times of Popery, I 
ſhould acknowledge we had now as good 
Grounds to change the preſent, as our Ance- 


ſtors had then to change the former Conſti- 


tution, The Scriptures are the only ſure 
Foundation of our Faith that is unalterable. 
all other Conſtitutions being always to be 
govern'd by that perfect Declaration of God's 
holy Will with relation to Mankind. But it 
gives a juſt lndignation to ſee the ſame Men 

make wide Steps to great Alterations on the 
one hand, and yet make heavy Complaints 
where there is no juſt Occaſion given, and 
that about Points of meer Speculation, where- 
as the other relate to Matters of Practice, 
which had been in former Ages ſo manag'd, 
that the whole Complex of the Chriſtian 


' Religion was totally depray'd by 5 
VV 
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(69) 
„ We have alſo Rules and Rubricks fot 
Worſhip that are our. Standards, fix'd by 
Law, and yet we ſee a Humour of Innova- 
tion "making a great Progreſs in theſe, with- 


< out the leaſt Complaint, by the ſame Per- 
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© ſons who are apt to make Tragical Outcries 


on - ſmalleſt * on the other 
Han 

ei Both are very culpable: But of the two, 
we find the Growth of Superſtition has been 
ſo ſpreading, as well as ſo ſpecious, that 
the Extreams of that Hand may be juſtly 
reckon'd the more dangerous : One of the 


worſt Effects of Superſtition being that with 
which our Saviour charg'd the Phariſees of 


bis time; that while they were exact in 
Tything Mint, Anniſe and Cummin, They 
omitted the weightier Matters of the Law, Judg- 
ment, Mercy, and Faith, In oppoſition to 


which, he gives a ſtanding Rule applicable 
to all ſuch Caſes, Theſe things ye ought to have 


done, and not to leave: the other undone, This 


on relates to Practices of a lower Order, but 
ſuch as are commanded ; whereas volun- 


tary and aſſumed ones, like the Waſh» 
ings among the Fews in our Saviour's time, 


eat out the Senſe of the great Duties of 


Religion; inſtead of which ſome trifling 
performances are ſet up, and are high- 
ly magnify'd, while the others are ſpo- 
ken of more coldly : Nor does any thing 
feed a cenſorious and uncharitable Temper, 
more than thoſe voluntary and diſtinguiſh- 
ing Practices, which as they are the Badges 
of different Parties ; ſo they are Engines 


4 to keep up that Wrath, Emulation, and Ha- 


. tred, 


ES (93). | 
tred, that has made ſuch hivock among u 
of che great and indiſpenſable Duties of 


Peace, Brotherly-kindneſs and Charity. 


«© Theſe have been but roo viſibly the Acts 
of Satan to divide and diſtract us; and have 
oftner than once brought us near the brink 
of Ruin. God has often reſcu'd us, while 
the Continuance and Progreſs of theſe evil 


Diſpoſirions have as often made us Rela ple | 


into a broken and disjointed State. Oh! 
That we may at laſt ſee the things that be- 


long to our Peace, and follow after thoſe things 


_ male for Peace, and the things wherewith 
we may edify one another. In this Prayer I 
will continue as long as live, and 1 hope | 


to end my Days with it. We muſt ask it 
80 God, and of him only z it is in vain to 


it of ſome Men, who when we Heal to 


| 2 of Peace, make them ready to Battel ; we 
muſt look for it only to him who ſaid, Peace 
4 leave with you, my Prace I give unto you ; 
not as the World giveth, give I unto' 9 51 


The World will only glve it to tho 


© their own Knot and Party. But the i 1 | 
that is from above, is firſt pure, then peaceable, 


gentle, and eaſy to be e ; full of Mercy 


£c 


and good Fruit, without Pattiality; and without 
 ** Hypooriſy © And the Fruits of Righteouſneſs are 
o e in Peace, of them that my Pegee. 
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